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IAC Wishes You a Happy Holiday

The IAC Pro Tempore Secretariat wishes you and your family a happy holiday season and successful New Year in 2013.
We are pleased to end the year by sharing with you our bulletin full of the latest activities and achievements of the
IAC, thanks to the shared efforts of the members of the Convention.

We look forward to working together over the next year as we move forward in achieving our goal to protect and
conserve sea turtles in the Americas.

IAC Pro Tempore Secretary IAC Technical Assistant

9th Meeting of the IAC Scientific Committee

The IAC SC9 was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina from
October 24-26 of 2012. Below is a summary of the results
and agreements of the meeting:



Inter-American Convention for the Protection and
Conservation of Sea Turtles

News Bulletin No. 16

December 2012

IAC Member Country Delegates and Accredited Observers

The IAC addresses the need to implement measures
harmonized among nations, coordinate multilateral
conservation and protection actions, and oversee the
implementation of a regional agenda that will lead to the
recovery of the 6 species of sea turtles. Achieving this
would not be possible without the individuals nominated
to represent their Party countries before the Conference
of the Parties, Scientific and Consultative Committees as
well as the IAC accredited observers. We would like to
thank all of those individuals who, year after year, have
dedicated their efforts and time to helping the IAC
achieve its objectives.

“Within each one of us is the strength necessary to meet
the challenges facing sea turtles and search for their
solutions, together we can recover their populations”

&

How can | become an IAC observer?

Organizations or individuals of the private
sector, scientific institutions and
nongovernmental organizations with recognized
expertise in matters pertaining to the
Convention may solicit their accreditation to
participate as observers in the Conference of
the Parties, in accordance with Article V (6) of
the text of the Convention. More information
available here.
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Regional Meetings

Memorandum of Understanding IAC-Ramsar Convention

The IAC signed an MoU with Ramsar Convention at the Regional
meeting of the Americas during Ramsar’s COP11 held in Bucarest,
Romania on July 8 of 2012. The Ramsar Convention maintains a List
of Wetlands of International Importance that includes a number of
sites which are located in the Americas and are of great importance
for sea turtles species. Therefore, through this MoU, we will work /)
together for the wise use and conservation of wetlands, habitats "
that are vital for the nesting and foraging of sea turtles and to .
maintain the biodiversity and the health of wetlands. The joint [ eocrotary Gl REN nmdmmwmmm '
activities to be undertaken in this new partnership with the Ramsar | and1AC PT Secretary Ms. Veronica Caceres Ch.
. . Credit: COP11 Ramsar Adriana Trandafiresc
Convention includes among others the regular exchange of S i~
information on relevant activities and actions of the both =i -
Conventions, which are of mutual interest and benefit, to enable
early detection of threats to sea turtles in Ramsar Sites and to
facilitate the studies needed to identify measures for the mitigation
of such threats. During the signing of the Memorandum Dr. Anada
Tiega, Ramsar’s Secretary General, welcomed this cooperation that
will significantly increase protection of coastal-marine habitats and
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Standing Committee on Statistics (SCRS) of the International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

Outreach - Colombia


http://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/SCRS2012/2012_SCRS_REP_EN.pdf

Turtle News in the IAC Region

WWEF Global Marine Turtle Strategy 2012-2020

This strategy outlines WWF’s priorities for marine turtle conservation, taking
into account their conservation status and needs. From this global strategy,
operational strategies and action plans will be developed at regional, multi-
country and national levels.

WWF’S GLOBAL MARINE TURTLE STRATEGIES

IAC Country in Action- Venezuela

The recent article Population Estimate and Migration
Routes of the Leatherback Turtle (Dermochelys
coriacea) in Cipara and Querepare Beaches, Paria
Peninsula, Venezuela between the Years 2000-2006,

Continue to identify critical habitats in each ocean basin, and
protect/effectively manage those that are known.

Develop alternatives to over-exploitation, and reduce illegal trade.

Reduce bycatch in artisanal and industrial fisheries.

Support policies to reduce marine turtle mortality and improve
implementation of existing agreements and international instruments.
Implement strategies to reduce the impact of climate change.

Highlight and strengthen the value of living turtles to the livelihoods of local
communities, and to decision-makers.
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