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Inter-American Convention for the Protection and  

Conservation of Sea Turtles  

19th Meeting of the IAC Consultative Committee of Experts (CCE19) 

March 10-11th, 2026-Videoconference 
 

                                                                                                       

       CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.5 
         

Meeting time: 9:45 AM EST time (Washington, DC time) 

Platform Meeting: ZOOM Pro-Link will be send only to registered participants. 

CCE Chair: Mr. Santos Roberto Hernández, SEMARNAT, México 

Vicechair: Mrs Airam López Roulet, CONAP, Guatemala 
 

CCE19 MEETING REPORT  

 

The 19th Meeting of the Consultative Committee of Experts (CCE19) of the Inter-American 

Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles (IAC) was held on March 10–

11, 2026, with participants joining via videoconference on the Zoom platform. The meeting 

began at 10:00 a.m. Washington, DC time. The Chair of the Consultative Committee of 

Experts (CCE), Biol. Santos Roberto Hernández – SEMARNAT-Mexico, welcomed the 

participants. (Annex I. A Participants list CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.1).  

 

The agenda was adopted without changes document CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.1 (Annex I.B) 

 

The CCE19 Chair presented the Report on the Implementation of the CCE Workplan  

contained in document CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.2 (Annex II) 

 

The plenary adopted the CCE19 Work Plan 2026 – 2028 document CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.3 

(Annex III) 

 

The CCE19 reviewed and made edits to the Resolution proposal of IAC Finances presented 

by the Legal-Working Group and the final Resolution can be found in the IAC COP12 report. 

 

The Government of Costa Rica presented the Report of the Implementation of the Exception 

Resolution in Ostional contained in document CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.2 only in Spanish 

(Annex IV) 

  

The CCE19 adopted the Technical Document “Safeguarding Sea Turtles the Role of the IAC” 

– CIT-CCE19-2026-Tec.29 (Annex V) 

 

The result from the discussion of the agenda items are included in the CCE19 Meeting 

agreements document CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.4 (Annex VI) 

 

Group Picture CCE19 (Annex VII) 
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Annex I A. Participants List CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.1 

 

Total Participants:_58_ 
 

DELEGADOS PAÍSES/ PARTIES DELEGATES 

No País/Country Nombre/Name Organización/Organization E-mail 

1 

1 
Argentina 

 

Débora Winter  

(Jefa de Delegación) 

Dirección Nacional del Agua y los 

Ecosistemas Acuáticos 

Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo 

Sostenible 

dwinter@ambiente.gob.ar 

2 Jorgelina Oddi 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo 

Sostenible 
joddi@ambiente.gob.ar 

3 Francisco Mozetic Cancillería DIGMA franjomozetic@gmail.com 

4 
2 

 
Belize 

 

Lindolfo Chicas 

(Head of Delegation) 

 

Fisheries Officer-Coordinator Ecosystem-

based Management Unit/Belize Fisheries 

Department 

lindolfo.chicas@fisheries.gov.bz  

5 3 

 

 

 

 

Brasil 

 

Joao Thome  

(Jefe de Delegación) 

Coordinador-Centro Tamar ICBio 

Instituto Chico Mendes de Conservacao da 

Biodiversidade (ICMBio) 

joao.thome@icmbio.gov.br 

6 
Erik Santos 

 

Instituto Chico Mendes de Conservacao da 

Biodiversidade (ICMBio) 
erik.santos@icmbio.gov.br 

7 Danilo Acosta 
Instituto Chico Mendes de Conservacao da 

Biodiversidade (ICMBio) 
danilo.costa.terceirizado@icmbio.gov.br 

8 4 
Caribbean 

Netherlands 

Kaj  Schut 

(Jefa de Delegación) 
Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire stcb@bonaireturtles.org 

9 
5 

 

Chile 

 

Paula Salinas  

(Jefa Delegación) 
Universidad Arturo Pratt paula.salinasc@gmail.com 

10 
6 

 

Costa Rica 

 

Rotney Piedra  

 (Jefe Delegación) 

Punto Focal de CIT  

Ministerio de Ambiente y Energía  rotney.piedra@sinac.go.cr 

11 

7 Ecuador 

Jennifer Montoya 

(Jefe Delegación) 

Guardaparque del área protegida Puntilla 

de Santa Elena. Ministerio del Ambiente, 

Agua y Transición Ecológica 

jennifer.montoya@ambienteyenergia.gob.ec 

12 
Biol- Eduardo Espinoza – 

Asesor 

Monitoreo de Ecosistemas Marinos – 

Dirección del Parque Nacional Galápagos  
eespinoza@galapagos.gob.ec 

 

mailto:lindolfo.chicas@fisheries.gov.bz
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13 

8 

United States 

 

 

 

Ann Marie Lauritsen  

(Jefa Delegación) 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service AnnMarie_Lauritsen@fws.gov 

14 
Jared Milton 

 

International Relations Officer in 

Scientific Affairs 

U.S State Department 
miltonjr@state.gov  

15 Michael Liles NOAA  

16 

9 

 

México 

 

Eduardo Robelo González 

(Jefe Delegación)  

Director de Sinergias para Asuntos y 

Compromisos Internacionales  eduardo.robelo@conanp.gob.mx 

17 
Santos Hernández 

 

Presidente del Comité Consultivo de 

Expertos  

Director para la Agenda Gris 

SEMARNAT 

santos.hernandez@semarnat.gob.mx 

18 Greisy Jocelyn Flores Sierra,  

Consultora Expertas en Biodiversidad de 

FAO en la Dirección General de 

Conservación 

(greisy.floressierra@fao.org) 

19 Betzabé Camarena Melgar, 

Consultora Expertas en Biodiversidad de 

FAO en la Dirección General de 

Conservación  

betzabe.camarenamelgar@fao.org 

20 Angélica Narváez Casillas,  

Asesora Técnica en Colaboración 

Fronteriza en la Dirección de Sinergias 

para Asuntos y Compromisos 

Internacionales  

angelica.narvaezcasillas@fao.org 

21 Erika Peralta Buendía,  

Consultora Expertas en Biodiversidad de 

FAO en la Dirección General de 

Conservación 

erika.peraltabuendia@fao.org 

22 
Laura Patricia Rodríguez 

Codallos  

Directora de Temas Ambientales 

Multilaterales 

Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores 

lprodriguez@sre.gob.mx 

23  Ernesto Malda Arozarena,  Director para Desarrollo Sostenible  emalda@sre.gob.mx 

24  Karen Arlet Barrios Cuevas,  

Jefa de Departamento para Medio 

Ambiente, Dirección General para Temas 

Globales  

kbarrios@sre.gob.mx 

25 10 
Panamá 

 

Marino Abrego 

(jefe Delegación)  

Dirección de Costas y Mares 

Ministerio de Ambiente de Panamá 
meabrego@miambiente.gob.pa 
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26 11 Perú 

 Giancarlo Fernando 

Ríos Cruz 

(Jefe Delegación) 

Ministerio de la Producción – Dirección 

General de Asuntos Ambientales 
grios@produce.gob.pe 

27 

12 
República 

Dominicana 

Bienvenido Marchena 

(Jefe Delegación)  

 

Asesor y Punto Focal de la CIT, del 

Viceministerio de Recursos Costeros y 

Marinos  

bienvenido.marchena@ambiente.gob.do 

convenios@ambiente.gob.do  

28 

  

Ricardo Rodríguez 

(Asesor) 

Encargado en funciones del Dpto. de 

Ecosistemas Costeros y Marinos y 

miembro del Comité Científico CIT del 

Viceministerio de Recursos Costeros y 

Marinos 

Ricardo.Rodriguez@ambiente.gob.do 

29 
Alba Caamano 

(Asesor) 

Dpto. de Control y Vigilancia del 

Viceministerio de Costeros y Recursos 

Costeros y Punto Focal operativo de la 

CIT.Viceministerio de Recursos Costeros 

y Marinos 

alba.caamano@ambiente.gob.do 

30 
Reveca Ramírez 

(Asesora) 

Técnica del Departamento de Vida 

Silvestre del Viceministerio de Áreas 

Protegidas y Biodiversidad, 
Reveca.Ramirez@ambiente.gob.do 

31 13 Uruguay 
Cecilia Lezama  

(Jefa Delegación) 

Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y 

Pesca DINARA 

 

clezama@mgap.gub.uy 

32 

14 Guatemala 

Airam López  

(Jefa Delegación) 

Asesora Profesional de Comercio 

Internacional de la Dirección de Manejo 

de Bosques y Vida Silvestre de SE-

CONAP 

marinocosteroconap@gmail.com 

33 Daniel Reyes 
Consejo Nacional de Áreas Protegidas-

CONAP 
jdanielreyesc19@gmail.com 

34 15 

Honduras 

David José Ortega Bercian 

(Jefe Delegación) 

 

Analista Ambiental 

SERNA-DIBIO Honduras 

davidortegabercian@gmail.com 

biodiversidad@serna.gob.hn 

 

35  
María José Varela Espinoza 

Asesora    

Analista Ambiental 

SERNA-DIBIO Honduras 
mvarela@serna.gob.hn 

36 16 Venezuela 
Rosario Madriz 

(Jefa Delegación) 

Dirección de Conservación de Especies 

Amenazadas/ Dirección General de 

Diversidad Biológica 

conservacion.dgdb.ve.2019@gmail.com 

mailto:Ricardo.Rodriguez@ambiente.gob.do
mailto:davidortegabercian@gmail.com
mailto:biodiversidad@serna.gob.hn
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Ministerio del Poder Popular para el 

Ecosocialismo (MINEC) 

República Bolivariana de Venezuela  

37 Liliana Suarez 
Ministerio del Poder Popular para el 

Ecosocialismo 
lyssuarez@gmail.com 

 

MIEMBROS SECTORIALES CCE/SECTORIAL MEMBERS CCE 

CIENTÍFICO/SCIENTIFIC 

No País/Country Nombre/Name Organización/Organization E-mail 
38 Argentina Laura Prosdocimi 

 

Laboratorio de Ecología, Conservación y  

Mamíferos Marinos (LECyMM) / Museo 

Argentino de Ciencias Naturales (MACN-

CONICET)   

lprosdo@yahoo.com.ar 

ONG/NGO 

39 Costa Rica Luis Fonseca Costa Rica Por Siempre lfonseca@costaricaporsiempre.org 

40 Peru Nelly de Paz (Suplente) ACOREMA nellydepazcampos@gmail.com 

INDUSTRIA/INDUSTRY 

     

MIEMBROS COMITE CIENTIFICO CIT 

41 Chile Lezlie C Bustos Presidenta Comité Científico CIT  lbustos@subpesca.cl 

 

OBSERVADORES / OBSERVERS 

OBSERVADORES REPRESENTANTES DE GOBIERNOS PAÍSES NO PARTE /ENTIDADES INTERNACIONALES 

OBSERVERS  NO MEMBER COUNTRIES GOVERNMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL BODIES 

No. País/Country Nombre/Name Entidad/Body E-mail 

1 Canada Michael James 

Population Ecology Science Division | Division 

de la science de l'écologie des 

populations/Fisheries and Oceans Canada|  

Government of Canada |  

Mike.James@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

2 

Trinidad y 

Tobago 

 

David Mahabir 

 

Wildlife Biologist 

Assistant Conservator of Forests 

Head of the Wild life Section 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

Forestry Division (Trinidad) 

David.Mahabir@gov.tt  

mailto:David.Mahabir@gov.tt
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3 
Trinidad y 

Tobago 
Shiva Ramnarine Forester Supervising the turtle program for Trinidad shiva_ramnarine@hotmail.com 

4 Colombia 
Gustavo Lara 

 

Ministerio De Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible 

Colombia 
GLara@minambiente.gov.co 

OBSERVADORES ACREDITADOS DE LA CIT 

IAC ACCREDITED OBSERVERS 

No. País/Country Nombre/Name Entidad/Body E-mail 

1 United States Katherine Pratt Stetson University  

Foreman Biodiversity Fellow 

kpratt2@law.stetson.edu 

2 United States Royal Gardner Stetson University/ Professor Gardner@law.stetson.edu 

3 México Raquel Briseño Dueñas 

 

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 

Instituto de Ciencias del Mar y Limnología 

Unidad Academica Mazatlan 

raquel.briseno@gmail.com, 

raquel@ola.icmyl.unam.mx 

4 Suriname Soraya Wijntuin MSc 

 

WWF-Guianas Manager Better Production in 

Natural Resources 

swijntuin@wwf.sr 

5  Dr Andrew Maurer WWF  

6 Colombia Juan Manuel Rodriguez-Baron JUSTSEA Foundation/ Science Director juan.manuel@justsea.org 

7  Canada Olga Koubrak SeaLife Law okoubrak@sealifelaw.org 

8 Costa Rica Esteban Estrada 

 

Coordinador Técnico – Costa Rica 

Proyecto Save the Blue Five 

esteban.estradamora@giz.de 

9 UK Luz Rodríguez Plymouth Marine Laboratory lro@pml.ac.uk 

10  Alejandro Olivera Center for Biological Diversity alexolivera@gmail.com 

11 Ecuador Juan Fernando Pesantez/ Kerly 

Briones 

Fundación Contamos Contigo Ecuador contamoscontigoecuador@gmail.com 

fundacionreinalaud@gmail.com 

12  María Paula Conrado Martínez Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del 

Ambiente (AIDA) 

mpconrado@aida-americas.org 

 

SECRETARIA CIT/STAFF- IAC SECRETARY/STAFF 

1  Verónica Cáceres Chamorro Secretaria de la CIT  veronica@iacseaturle.org 

2 Honduras Paul Schiftan Intérprete-ESP-ENG pschiftan@yahoo.com 

mailto:raquel.briseno@gmail.com
mailto:alexolivera@gmail.com
mailto:contamoscontigoecuador@gmail.com
mailto:fundacionreinalaud@gmail.com
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Annex I B. Agenda CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.1 

 
Day 1 

March 10th, 2026 – 9:45 AM EST, Washington, DC time 

 

09:45-10:00 Participants join to the videoconference room (Zoom) 

 Rules of procedures 

 

10:00-10:45  Welcome remarks by the Chair of the Consultative Committee of Experts (CCE)-Mr. 

Santos Roberto Hernández 

 Introduction of participants CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.1 – List of Participants 

 Adoption of the agenda CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.1 - Agenda 

 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE WORK PLAN 2024-2025, 

PROGRESS, AND RESULTS 

   

10:45-11:45 Report on the Implementation of the CCE Workplan. CCE Chair 

  

 a) Compliance report of the CCE Work Plan CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.2 

 b) Updates for the CCE Work Plan 2026 CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.3  

 

IAC LEGAL WORKING GROUP 

 

11:45-12:30 Legal Working group report and finances resolution proposal for COP12- Legal WG 

report- Legal WG Coordinator- MSc. Rotney Piedra-SINAC, Costa Rica 

  

PM 

12:30-01:10 Recess (40 min) 

 

WORKING GROUP ATLANTIC LEATHERBACK   

 

01:10-01:30 Report from Atlantic Leatherback WG activities- WG Coordinator Ann Marie 

Lauritsen 

 

EXCEPTIONS REPORT 

 

01:30-02:00 Countries with Exceptions present a report on the implementation of the exception 

Management Plan - CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.2 Presentation from Costa Rica 

 

02:00-02:50  Review proposal of Technical Document “Safeguarding Sea Turtles the Role of the 

IAC” – CIT-CCE19-2026-Tec.29  Dr. Katerine Pratt- Stetson University Law  

 

02:50-03:00 Adjourn  

 

DAY 2 

March 11th - 9:45 AM EST, Washington, DC time 

 

AM 

09:45-10:00 Participants join to the videoconference room (Zoom) 
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WORKING GROUP EAST PACIFIC LEATHERBACK 

10:00-10:30 Report from EP Leatherback WG activities- WG Coordinators Dr. Diego Amorocho 

y Dr. Juan Manuel Rodríguez -Barón 

 

IAC SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

10:30-11:30 Report and Recommendations from the 22nd Scientific Committee meeting 

 Scientific Committee Chair - Ms. Lezlie Camila Bustos-SUBPESCA -Chile 

  

 Progress report Working Group Green Turtle  -Mr. Eduardo Espinoza, Galapagos 

National Park, Coordinator WG 

 

11:30-11:40 Recess (10 min) 

 

11:40-12:10 Presentation on Fibropapilloma impacts to Sea Turtles-Dr. Brian Stacy, NOAA  

  

IAC SECRETARIAT ACTIVITIES AND COLLABORATION WITH INTERNATIONAL  

ORGANIZATIONS  

 

12:10-12:30 Other business- Presentation “Introducing Blue Corridors for Turtles and ShellBank  

 Programs – A Roadmap to Better Understanding Turtle Population Connectivity and 

the  

 Delineation of Important Marine Turtle Areas.”- MSc. Soraya Wijntuin WWF 

 

12:30-01:00 Report on activities – MSc. Verónica Cáceres, IAC Secretary   

 

01:00-01:40 Recess (40 minutes) 

 

AGREEMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

01:40-02:40 Adoption of the Agreements and Recommendations CCE19 CIT-CCE19-2026-

Doc.4 

 

02:40-03:00 Planning of the next meeting CCE20/Closing remarks 
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Annex II    Report on the Implementation of the CCE Workplan CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.2 

 

REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITEE 

WORK PLAN 2024-2026 

The following document is presented by the Chair of the Consultative Committee of Experts 

(CCE). The report lists the activities of the Consultative Committee biennial Work Plan 

2024-2026. The report includes the activities and the status of implementation where green 

is “completed”; yellow is in progress, and red is no execution/no action”. The CCE19 

included in their work plan the proposed activities in the last page of this document. The 

Working Group Coordinators provided their updates during the presentation of this report at 

the CCE19. This report will be presented at the 12th Meeting of the Conference of the Partes 

COP12.  

REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

WORK PLAN 2024-2026 

 
Green: Activities completed.  Yellow: In progress, Red: No implementation 

Activity Proposed Implementation status –May 30, 2025-March 2026 2024 2025 2026 

Exceptions 
(CIT-COP10-2022-R3, CIT-COP10-2022-R4, CIT-COP10-2022-R5) 

1. 

The IAC Exceptions WG (CCE 

and SC members) will support 

Guatemala in the review of the 

Management Plan of Exception  

In 2024 the Exception WG provided feedback and edits to 

Guatemala Scientific Committee delegate for their draft 

Exception Management Plan.  

 

Guatemala shared their Exception Management Plan with the 

Exception WG in 2024 and received feedback.  

 

Guatemala in 2025 informed the Scientific Committee that 

they are  still working on the Exception Management Plan.  

 

Guatemala provided updates for 2026 regarding their 

Exception Management Plan and next steps. 

   

2. 

Evaluation of the exception 

Management Plan of Costa Rica, 

Panama and Guatemala 

The Exception WG (members of CCE and SC) will evaluate 

the Exception Management Plans of the 3 countries according 

to their Resolutions timeframe every 5 years. Costa Rica 

report (2026), Panama report (2027), Guatemala report 

(2028). 

The WG will use the matrix with indicators developed for this 

purpose in document CIT-CCE16-2024-Doc.4 

A report will be presented to COP. 
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Activity Proposed Implementation status –May 30, 2025-March 2026 2024 2025 2026 

2026-Costa Rica presented its exception implementation 

report to CCE19.  

 This report will be reviewed by the IAC Exception Working 

Group and they will provide recommendations to Costa Rica 

in June 2026.  

3. 

Inform the COP about the use of 

sea turtles or their products in the 

Exceptions of the IAC Countries 

(when new exceptions are 

presented). 

No new exceptions have been presented    

Implementation of the East Pacific Leatherback Resolution 
(CIT-COP10-2022-R6) 

4. 
Hold annual meetings for the 

Leatherback EP working group. 

The WG meet annually to follow up with their work plan in 

2024. 

The WG meet in july 2025.  

The WG Coordinators presented a report to CCE19 in 2026 

   

 5. 

 

Prepare preliminary report to 

follow up on the implementation 

of the EP Leatherback 

Resolution CIT-COP10-2022-

R6 

The WG will prepare a preliminary report in 2025 to present 

to CCE18. This activity did not get implemented in 2025 and 

the date changed to 2026-CCE19. 

 

The report will use information from Annex I and II of EP 

Leatherback resolution from the IAC Annual reports.  

 

Recommendation COP11: The EP Leatherback WG will 

review the activities that are being carried out in the IAC 

countries and the NGO Sector, and will make a list of those 

in place and identify gaps in protection to highlight those that 

need to be conducted or strengthened to prepare 

recommendations to IAC Parties. Their findings will be 

included in the preliminary report presented to CCE-2026 

 

In 2025 the WG implemented the activity by conducting a 

survey with NGOs to find out the conservation activities that 

are being implemented and what are the gaps.  

 

In 2026 the EP Leatherback WG Coordinators presented a 

preliminary report with the findings of the above mentioned 

activity  at CCE19, and the report will be presented to 

COP12-2026. 
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Activity Proposed Implementation status –May 30, 2025-March 2026 2024 2025 2026 

6. 

Prepare final report to follow up 

on the implementation of the EP 

Leatherback Resolution CIT-

COP10-2022-R6 

The WG will prepare the final report. The report will use 

information from Annex I and II of EP Leatherback resolution 

CIT-COP10-2022-R6 from the IAC Annual reports. 

 

The WG will present the report in 2027 to CCE20. 

   

Implementation of the Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Resolution 
(CIT-COP9-2015-R2) 

 

7. 

Prepare a map of important areas 

to define which areas are critical 

for the species and which are 

already protected. 

2024: The Working Group North West Atlantic Leatherback  

finalized the technical document “Areas Used by the 

Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Turtle Population and 

Recommendations to Leatherback Conservation in these 

Areas” CIT-CCE16-2023-Tec.20. This was adopted at 

CCE16 and its recommendations were presented at 

COP11(2024). Technical document located in IAC web site. 

 

The WG with authorization of COP changed name and 

objective. 

 

2025: The WG changed its name to Atlantic Leatherback and 

presented a document with a work plan and terms of reference 

(CIT-CCE18-2025-Doc.5) that was endorsed by CCE18. 

 

2026: The WG presented a progress report to CCE19. The 

WG is working to expand NWA leatherback map to include 

all Atlantic leatherback populations.  

 

   

8. 

Work in collaboration with the 

IAC outreach group to approach 

non-IAC parties that are in the 

range of the species 

The WG on Outreach to IAC –Non Member Countries has the 

objective to support countries such as Canada, Trinidad and 

Tobago, France, and Suriname to begin the process to 

becoming members of the IAC.  

The outreach WG has been meeting regularly from 2020 and 

as often as needed.  

   

Government Representatives from Non-Party Countries 

participating as observers in IAC meetings 

2024: Canada and France attended as observers at the CCE17 

and IAC Conference of the Parties (COP11). 

2025: Surinam and Canada attended as observer to CCE18 

2026: Canada and Trinidad and Tobago attended as observers 

to CCE19 

 

   

Fisheries 

(CIT-COP10-2022-R7) 
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Activity Proposed Implementation status –May 30, 2025-March 2026 2024 2025 2026 

9. 

The Fisheries WG members of 

the Scientific and Consultative 

Committee 

2024: CCE17 agreed to merge the Fisheries WG from CCE 

with the Fisheries WG of the Scientific Committee as they 

share some members and they have similar tasks. 

 

2024: The Fisheries WG met several times to work on the 

manual for best practices for sea turtles. The manual was 

presented to COP11 (2024) and it was requested that the CCE 

members review and comment. The manual was shared in 

Spanish to CCE members in 2024 their comments were 

included.  

 

2025: Feedback was received from the USA and Brazil CCE 

members, the Fisheries Working Group has included them 

into the Manual. The WG is in process to address the 

comments from USA – CCE member and continue to prepare 

the final version. 

 

2026: The Fisheries Working Group must address the USA’s 

inquiries about the Manual and prepare the final version. 

   

PROJECTS 

10. 

Pilot Project to evaluate the 

possibility of information 

collection on artisanal longline 

fisheries (WG Chile -Peru) 

 

Activity subject to funds 

availability  

The CCE approved the draft pilot project (Chile and Peru) 

Title: “Standardization of formats to auto – report for 

Collection of Data of Incidental Catch of Sea Turtles for 

Implementation in Artisanal longline and Gillnet Fisheries of 

Southern Peru and Northern Chile”. 

 

The WG Chile-Peru prepared a draft of budget for this 

project. This needs to be further refined. The execution of this 

project is subject to availability of funds. 

 

2023: the Coordinator of the WG-Chile sectorial member 

MSc. Paula Salinas sent several email communications to 

other members in an effort to make progress on preparing a 

budget for this activity. 

 

2024: the WG convened a meeting on January 30th 2024 

where it was agreed that Peru will turn in their budget for the 

project, and Chile will revise its budget.  The delegate from 

Chile is in charge of exploring  the possibility of collaboration 

between Subpesca and IFOP in the capacity building 

component of the project. 

 

2025: The Coordinator Paula Salinas organized a meeting on 

may 2025 with Peru and IAC Secretary. The meeting agreed 

for Peru to develop a budget for a small port to begin. Chile 

  

 

 

 

 



Report CCE19 CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.5 

Published by IAC Secretariat                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Activity Proposed Implementation status –May 30, 2025-March 2026 2024 2025 2026 

reported that they secured an alliance with other 

governmental agency in Chile to carry out the project in two 

ports and do this is the framework of other activities. The 

Coordinator presented updates at CCE18. 

 

2026: Coordinator presented a progress report at CCE19. The 

WG will take into consideration the  USA suggestion to find 

possibility of cooperation for this project with  IATTC, as 

they also have a proposal for port sampling of industrial fleets 

in Ecuador: https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/8ba9f531-

bf13-467a-9d4f-f8857af44c0a/SAC-16-05_Integrated-Port-

Sampling-Program.pdf and the recommendation is to find a 

potential to coordinate with the surveys for this project 

considering budget constraints. 

 

The WG will explore how the at port surveys could be shared 

with IATTC to compare and how the information can be used 

to address bycatch and find ways to collaborate with IATTC. 

 

Annual Report and Compliance with Resolutions 

11. 

The CCE delegate will support 

the Focal Point of each country in 

preparing the IAC Annual 

Report. 

2026: Countries are in process to fill out the report 

2025: 10 countries submitted annual report (Argentina, 

Brazil, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, United States, 

Honduras, Mexico, Uruguay, Venezuela and Perú). Deadline 

for IAC Annual Report is April 30th 2025. 

Pending 2025 Annual Report: Belize, Chile, Costa Rica, 

Ecuador, Panama, and Caribbean Netherlands. 

 

2024: 13 countries have submitted their annual report 

(Argentina, Chile, México, Brazil, Costa Rica, Guatemala, 

United States, Honduras, Uruguay, Dominican Republic, 

Venezuela, Panamá and Caribbean Netherlands)  

   

12. 

Prepare, together with the 

Scientific Committee, changes in 

the relevant sections of the IAC 

Annual Report according to the 

new resolutions adopted at COP 

2026: IAC Annual Report online updated with new list of 

index sites. 

2025: IAC Parties requested an update in their index nesting 

sites list.  

2025: The IAC Secretariat with WCMC prepared the IAC 

Annual report format 2025 in a new updated platform.  

   

Collaboration with International Organizations/ And Strategic Partnerships 

13. 

Identify, prioritize and work on 

the implementation of joint 

activities in the framework of the 

MoUs. 

 

 

STETSON UNIVERSITY: 

The CCE identified topics for collaborative work with Stetson 

University, within the framework of the MoC. This was the 

preparation of Report on Compliance with the IAC 

Resolutions with information form Annual Report to be 

presented at Committees and COP.  

   

https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/8ba9f531-bf13-467a-9d4f-f8857af44c0a/SAC-16-05_Integrated-Port-Sampling-Program.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/8ba9f531-bf13-467a-9d4f-f8857af44c0a/SAC-16-05_Integrated-Port-Sampling-Program.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/8ba9f531-bf13-467a-9d4f-f8857af44c0a/SAC-16-05_Integrated-Port-Sampling-Program.pdf
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Activity Proposed Implementation status –May 30, 2025-March 2026 2024 2025 2026 

 

Stetson University prepared in 2024 the final report with the 

evaluation of compliance with IAC Resolutions report CIT-

CCE17-2024-Tec.24 titled:  Analysis of the IAC Annual 

Reports 2015-2023. This report was adopted at CCE17 

(2024). 

 

The report CIT-CCE17-2024-Tec.24 was presented to 

COP11 (2024) and it is available in IAC website. 

 

2026: The CCE included in its work plan the preparation of a 

technical document presenting the benefits of the IAC for the 

Parties. Stetson University is helping the CCE to do this and 

prepared a technical document draft and presented it at 

CCE19. CCE members provided information that is included 

in this document. The technical document “Safeguarding Sea 

Turtles” will be presented at COP12. 

  

14. 

IAC-IATTC-ICCAT: 

2025: Presentation at Common Oceans Initiative the results 

of EASI-Fish collaboration. Presentation given on behalf of 

IAC by IATTC staff member. The meeting was organized by 

ICCAT. 

 

IAC -IATTC:  

2025: IAC Fisheries WG attended IATTC 2nd circular hook 

workshop. February. 

2025: IAC invited to present the progress in the manual for 

best practices prepared by IAC, at IATTC Bycatch WG 

meeting May. 

2025 and 2026: IAC Fisheries WG attended IATTC 

workshop to review IATTC best practices manual December 

2025 and January 2026. 

   

IAC-SARGASSO SEA COMMISSION (SSC): 

The NWA Leatherback WG identified topics for 

collaborative work with the Sargasso Sea Commission, 

within the framework of the MOU and will prepare a work 

plan. 

2023: the USA delegate to CCE convened two (2) meetings 

with SSC and IAC Secretariat to discuss areas of interest to 

collaborate. The preliminary topics are: SSC facilitates 

outreach with countries in European Union such as Portugal, 

share sea turtle critical areas in Sargasso Sea to look into the 

topics of collision of boats / vessel strikes with sea turtles and 

plastic pollution. Primarily information exchange.  
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2024: the WG presented a progress report at CCE17. 

There is nothing to report for 2025-2026 

15.  

SPAW Protocol:  

2024: CCE17 prepared a Letter of Intent to facilitate the 

technical collaboration between IAC – SPAW Protocol. CCE 

Chair with IAC Secretariat and Legal WG prepared a draft 

letter it was shared with SPAW and presented to COP11. It 

was adopted. SPAW sent IAC Secretariat the signed LoI in 

July 2024. 

2025: IAC is a member of the SPAW Sargassum WG, they 

met several times in 2024-2025 to prepare a work plan to 

address the sargassum issue. The results were presented at 

CCE18 by SPAW Protocol representative.  

 

   

16.  

Save the Blue Five Project (SB5)-CPPS: 

2024: Per request of COP11 the CCE created a Working 

Group (Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Panama, Sectorial 

Bryan Wallace, Sectorial Nina Pardo-coordinator) to 

collaborate with CPPS and SB5. The WG meet 2 times in 

2024.  

 

2024: Meeting CCE IAC-CPPS working group with Project 

Director Save the Blue Five (GIZ), Coordination CPPS and 

Southeast Pacific Sea Turtle Scientific and Technical 

Committee, to identify activities and components of the 

project Save the Blue Five that they will collaborate. 

 

Task: Prepare a work plan with activities to meet CPPS, IAC 

and SB5 objectives. New activities were identified one of 

them is to co-organize a webinar with IAC Scientific 

Committee for sea turtle day 2026.  

 

2026: Costa Rica is the  new coordinator for the WG was 

ratified at CCE19. 

 

CPPS: 

2024: IAC Secretariat attended the CPPS Workshop to update 

CPPS Sea Turtle Conservation strategy. October 2024. 

 

2025: IAC Secretary attended as panelist at the meeting 

Network of Marine Protected Areas organized by CPPS. 

October 2025. 
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17. 
Sea Turtle Day Activities-June 

16th  

COP Request: To begin in 2025 the CCE and SC members 

support the IAC Secretariat to plan, coordinate and carry out 

activities to celebrate World Sea Turtle Day each year, and 

when needed collaborate with other International 

Organizations or partners. The activities may include 

facilitating virtual meetings, educational outreach, support for 

communication in various social media platforms as 

applicable. 

2025: Webminar on June 16th 2025 about inspiring 

experiences in the volunteer work with sea turtles. The 

webminar was co-organized with CCE delegates from the 

Government of Ecuador Ministry of Environment and it was 

transmitted on the Ministry social media platform FB live. 

The invited panelist included the following countries and 

organizations: Peru, Ecuador, Panama, Dominican Republic, 

and Venezuela, representing NGO, local schools, academia, 

and governmental entities. 

 

2026: The activities this year will be organized by the IAC 

Scientific Committee. 

 

The CCE will organize an activity for 2027. 

 

   

FUNDING SOURCES 

18. 

Identify funding sources for 

small projects recommended by 

CCE 

A Working Group was established to raise financial support 

for small projects in 2022. The delegate from CCE Chile was 

the only member of this WG. Expressions of interest from 

other CCE members were received in at CCE16 – 2023. 

 

The members of the Fundraising WG are: Chile (Paula 

Salinas CCE delegate-Coordinator-Paula Salinas), CCE 

Sectorial Nina Pardo, and CCE Sectorial ONG – Costa Rica 

por Siempre (Luis Fonseca), Costa Rica (Rotney Piedra CCE 

delegate).  

 

Coordinator Chile presented in 2023 the update on the pilot 

project Chile-Peru “Standardization of formats to auto – 

report for Collection of Data of Incidental Catch of Sea 

Turtles for Implementation in Artisanal longline and Gillnet 

Fisheries of Southern Peru and Northern Chile”. The 

fundraising WG will focus on small projects. 

 

In 2023 the WG Coordinator P. Salinas convened a meeting 

with the Coordinator of the Legal WG R. Piedra. The roles 

for collaboration were agreed. 
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The meeting of the WG with CPPS to discuss possible 

collaboration it is pending until 2024.  

2025: No updates 

2026: No updates 

Recommendations to the COP and Resolutions  

19. Resolution review for COP12 

CCE17 - 2024 discussed the resolution proposals from Legal 

WG on amendment of terms of reference for CCE and SC. 

The CCE17 created a WG (Argentina, Mexico and Costa 

Rica) to provide a legal review only regarding to the process 

for selection for CCE Sectorial Representatives. 

2024-2025: The WG coordinated by Argentina presented to 

COP11 a work plan to carry out this activity it was adopted. 

The WG meet 4 times 2024-2025 and prepared their final 

version of the Terms of Reference CCE-SC it was discussed 

and adopted at CCE18. The Terms of Reference CCE-SC will 

be presented to COP12 for adoption. 

 

2026: The IAC Legal WG drafted new text for IAC Finances 

Resolution to strengthen the financial sustainability of IAC: 

This resolution was reviewed at CCE19 and edits were 

included.  

2026: IAC Finances Resolution will be presented by Legal 

WG for consideration to COP12. 

  

   

IAC Technical Documents 

20. 
Prepare technical documents as 

needed. 

2024: The CCE provided comments to the Technical 

Document Manual Best practices. The edits were included in 

the Spanish version. The manual is currently in review. 

 

2025: CCE18 adopted the technical document on Electronic 

Monitoring prepared by the Scientific Committee, and 

provided comments that were transmitted to SC. The 

recommendations from the technical document will be 

presented to COP12 (2026). 

 

2026: CCE19 made edits from Brazil. Uruguay Venezuela 

and Argentina to the technical document Safeguarding Sea 

turtles: the role of the IAC. Stetson University will present the 

technical document at COP12. 

   

Website and IAC Newsletter /IAC Directory of Experts/ Communication Strategy 

21. 
Update the directory of experts in 

areas of interest of the IAC 

Directory of Experts updated in June 2024 with information 

received from Mexico, Uruguay and Ecuador, and USA. The 

directory can be found in IAC website. 

http://www.iacseaturtle.org/directorioExpertos-eng.htm  

   

http://www.iacseaturtle.org/directorioExpertos-eng.htm
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22. 

Send the Secretariat news from 

your country -every month- for 

the IAC Bulletin. 

2024: Two bulletins 

2025: Tree bulletins published  

- Brazil Focal Point is providing support to IAC Secretariat to 

prepare 2 bulletins for 2025. 

-CCE Sectorial delegate Dr. L. Prodoscimi prepared the 

bulleting for 2025 August -December. 

 

 Brazil Focal Point is providing support to IAC Secretariat to 

prepare bulletins for 2026. 

   

23. 

The CCE delegates will send 

outreach material on sea turtles 

to Costa Rica to be used in the 

Communication strategy of the 

Convention. 

 

Documents for IAC outreach 

 

Increase IAC visibility in social 

media 

Costa Rica will continue to support the development of 

audiovisual material as needed. 

 

COP11 Request: Prepare a technical document to support the 

increase the IAC membership with input from the member 

states. Stetson University has collaborated to implement this 

activity and prepared a draft technical document that was 

adopted at CCE19. The document “Safeguarding Sea turtles 

will be presented at COP12”.  

 

COP11 request: CCE members identify opportunities to 

increase visibility for IAC through social media platforms, 

such as internships with academia or other organizations. It is 

expected from CCE collaborations identified to increase IAC 

visibility through social media. Present progress at the CCE 

meetings, as needed.  

 

CCE19 Brazil delegation offered support to increase IAC 

visibility in social media platforms. Brazil will provide a 

report to CCE20-2027.   

   

Consultative Committee of Experts Work Plan 

24. 

Report on the implementation 

of the Consultative Committee 

work plan 

 

2024: Implementation status of the 2023-2025 Work Plan 

presented at the CCE17 and COP11 meeting (CIT-CCE17-

2024-Doc.2). This will be presented at COP11 (2024). 

 

2025: Implementation status of the 2024-2025 Work Plan 

presented at the CCE18. CIT-CCE18-2025-Doc.2 

 

2026: Implementation status of the 2025-2026 Work Plan 

presented at CCE19 (2026).  

 

2026: Implementation status of the 2024-2026 Work Plan   

presented at COP12 (2026). 

 

Responsible: CCE Chair and Secretariat 
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25. Update the CCE Work Plan. 

Updated work plan at the 17th Meeting of the Consultative 

Committee CCE17, 2024. Revised and edited by COP11. 

 

Updated work plan at the 18th Meeting of the Consultative 

Committee CCE18, 2025. 

Updated work plan at the 19th Meeting of the Consultative 

Committee CCE19, 2026.  

   

26. 

Organize working group 

meetings to follow up on the 

CCE work plan 

Meetings of the CCE Working Groups from 2024-February 

March 2026:  

WG-Fisheries (3) 

WG-EP Leatherback (1)  

WG-Exceptions (2)  

WG-Northwestern Atlantic Leatherback (4) 

WG-Save the Blue Five (3) 

WG-Projects Chile/Peru (2) 

WG-Chair CCE and Secretariat (5) 

   

 

Activities included in the CCE work plan 2026-2028: 

 

Exceptions 

 

1)Exception Working Group reviews the Exception Implementation report from the 

Government of Costa Rica and provides recommendations to Costa Rica and presents a report 

to Scientific Committee (2026), CCE20 (2027) and IAC COP on the compliance of the 

resolution on exceptions from Costa Rica. 

 

2) CCE delegate from Panama will present the report of implementation of the exception management 

plan in Panama to CCE 2027. 

3) Exception Working Group reviews the Exception Implementation report from Panama and 

provides recommendations to Panama and presents a report to SC (2027), CCE21 (2028) and 

IAC COP on the compliance of the resolution on exceptions from Panama. 

4) CCE delegate from Guatemala will present the report of implementation of the exception 

management plan in Guatemala to CCE 2028. 

5) Exception Working Group reviews the Exception Implementation report from Guatemala 

and provides recommendations to Guatemala and presents a report to SC (2028), CCE22 

(2029) and IAC COP on the compliance of the resolution on exceptions from Guatemala. 

 

East Pacific Leatherback Working Group: 

 
1) Prepare a final report with the implementation of the EP Leatherback Resolution with information 

from IAC Annual reports 2023, 2024 and 2025 and present the report to Scientific Committee (2026) 

and CCE 20 (2027).  

WG Report includes: 
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-Analysis of the level of compliance with the Resolution EP Leatherback based on the IAC countries 

answers in the Annual Reports 2023-2025. 

-List of activities to support EP leatherback conservation that are being carried out in the Member 

Countries and the NGO Sector 

-Gaps in protection to highlight activities that need to be conducted or strengthened  

-Recommendations to IAC Parties. 

2) Follow up with the EASI-Fish paper to continue collaboration with IATTC. 

FISHERIES 

1) Fisheries WG will coordinate a workshop on bycatch mitigation. Activity subject to funds 

availability  

 

COLLABORATION WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 
 

 

Implementation of IAC – CPPS MoU Save the Blue Five Project 
 

1) Prepare Work plan for a 5 year period with activities related to the project sea turtle component 

and other of the project areas as pertinent.  

2) Collaboration and support of the CCE IAC-CPPS WG for the implementation of activities, and 

facilitate the coordination with experts of IAC Scientific Committee as necessary. 

 

3) Prepare progress report and final report of activities. 

 

Members: Rotney Piedra (coordinator), Bryan Wallace, Jennifer Montoya, Paula Salinas, Lezlie 

Bustos, Marino Abrego, Esteban Estrada (Save Blue Five GIZ) 

 

Sea Turtle Day June 16 -2027 

 

1) CCE members propose an activity to organize for the celebration of the World Sea 

Turtle Day 2027. There will be time until june 2026 to propose activity.  

 

 

 

 



21 

 

Annex III  WORK PLAN CCE 2026 – 2028 CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.3 

IAC CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS WORK PLAN 2026-2028 

 

This document was prepared by Consultative Committee of Experts and the IAC Secretariat, the activities were included at the CCE19 

meeting in 2026.  The CCE Workplan was adopted at the 12th Conference of the Parties-IAC COP12 (2026) with inclusion of new 

activities. This document is taken from COP12 report. 

 

 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

 EXCEPTIONS 

1 

 

Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

Exceptions 

1) Follow up with the report for the evaluation of 

the implementation of the Management Plan for 

Exceptions of Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Panama, 

received from the IAC Scientific Committee. 

 

1.1) Costa Rica presents to CCE their exception 

implementation report according to Resolution 

CIT-COP10-2022-R5. 

1.2) Panama presents to CCE their exception 

implementation report according to Resolution 

CIT-COP10-2022-R3. 

1.3) Guatemala presents to CCE their exception 

implementation report according to Resolution 

CIT-COP10-2022-R4.  

 

2) The Consultative Committee of Experts will 

prepare a report to the COP on the Exceptions for 

the use of sea turtles or their products from the IAC 

Parties (when new exceptions are presented). 

                                                                                                                                             

1) The WG for Exceptions (members CCE 

and Scientific Committee SC) will prepare 

a report for the evaluation of the 

implementation of their Management Plan 

for Exceptions of Costa Rica, Guatemala 

and Panama, using the evaluation format 

provided to the Focal Points of the 

countries with the exception.  

Each country will report every 5 years. First 

report for Costa Rica 2026, Panama 2027 

and Guatemala 2028. Reports will be 

presented to Consultative, Scientific 

Committee. 

 

1.1) The WG - Exceptions will prepare a 

report for the evaluation of the 

implementation of Costa Rica 

Management Plan for Exceptions. 

The report with recommendations to 

Costa Rica will be presented to the SC 

and CCE, Costa Rica Focal Point and 

COP. 

1) 2026-2028 

 

1.1) 2026 

1.2) 2027 

1.3) 2028 
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 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

1.2) The WG - Exceptions will prepare a 

report for the evaluation of the 

implementation of Panama. 

Management Plan for Exceptions. 

The report with recommendations to 

Panama will be presented to the SC 

and CCE and Panama Focal Point 

1.3) The WG-Exceptions will prepare a 

report for the evaluation of the 

implementation of Guatemala 

Management Plan for Exceptions. 

The report with recommendations to 

Guatemala will be presented to the SC 

and CCE and Guatemala Focal Point. 

 

2) Reports about new exceptions presented 

to the COP for consideration, if applicable. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Permanent 

 EASTERN PACIFIC LEATHERBACK 

2 

Eastern Pacific 

Leatherback 

Working Group 

 

Eastern Pacific 

Leatherback 

 

1) Conduct annual meetings of the EP Leatherback 

Working group.   

   

2) Follow up on the implementation of the Eastern 

Pacific Leatherback Resolution (CIT-COP10-

2022-R2).  

 

3) Follow up with the recommendations from the 

IAC-IATTC EASI-Fish study and how they relate 

to the IATTC sea turtle resolution menu approach 

for bycatch mitigation measures. As an example, 

follow up on the discussion on the circle hook size.  

1) Meetings of the Leatherback Working 

group. 

 

 2) The EP Leatherback will prepare a 

report with the implementation of the EP 

Leatherback Resolution with information 

from IAC Annual reports 2023, 2024, and 

2025. The report will be completed by 2026 

to be presented at Scientific Committee 

2026 and CCE20 in 2027. Final report 

presented to COP13. 

 

3) EP Leatherback WG will report their 

progress regarding the EASI-Fish project 

1) Permanent 

 

 

2) 2026-2028 
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Identify opportunities to continue the collaboration 

with IATTC.  

  

                                                                        

and collaboration with IATTC to the 

CCE20. Explore the possibility to link this 

work with the IAC sea turtle bycatch 

mitigation workshop.   

3)2026-2027  

 ATLANTIC LEATHERBACK 

3 

Atlantic 

Leatherback 

Working Group 

Atlantic 

Leatherback 

1) Promote technical collaborations with the 

SPAW, WIDECAST and other organizations 

working on the protection of the Northwest Atlantic 

Leatherback. 

 

2) Promote and support the IAC Secretariat with 

outreach and collaboration to countries in the range 

of the species such as: Canada, Trinidad and 

Tobago, and France.  

 

3) Promote collaboration and identify areas for 

exchange and collaborative work  in the framework 

of MoU with IATTC, RAMSAR and the Sargasso 

Sea Commission.  

 

4) The WG will periodically update its work plan 

that focuses on international collaboration to 

address threats both on nesting beaches and in the 

water, in particular bycatch reduction.    

1) Progress report presented at CCE as 

applicable 

 

 

 

2) Collaboration with the working group to 

reach out to IAC´s non-party countries and 

with the SPAW protocol.  

 

 

3) Information exchange and develop a 

workplan for collaboration.   

 

 

4) The new activities in the Work Plan will 

be presented at the CCE as necessary.   

  

1) 2026-2028 

 

 

 

 

2) Permanent 

 

 

 

 

3) 2026-2028 

 

 

 

4) 2026-2028 

 FISHERIES 

4 

Fisheries 

Working Group 

(CCE and SC) 

Fisheries and 

interactions with 

sea turtles 

1) The Fisheries WG will organize a workshop on 

current bycatch reduction and mitigation 

measures (trawl, longline, gillnets) with 

representatives from both Consultative and 

Scientific Committees.  

 

1) Workshop report presented  to CCE, 

SC and COP 

1) 2026-2027 
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 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

This activity is subject to availability of funds 

that IAC Parties might be able to provide. 

5 

Working Group  

Chile -Peru 

Fisheries and 

interactions with 

sea turtles 

2) Pilot project “Standardization of formats to 

report sea turtles’ bycatch data for 

implementation in artisanal longline and 

gillnet fisheries in southern Peru and northern 

Chile”- This activity is depending on 

availability of funds. 

2) Progress report on the implementation of 

the Pilot Project in Peru and Chile. Provide 

update on budget and fundraising at CCE as 

needed.  

1) 2026-2027 

 IAC ANNUAL REPORT 

6 
Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

IAC Annual 

Report 

1) CCE delegates from each country will provide 

support to the Focal Point to prepare the IAC 

Annual Report. 

1) IAC Annual Report prepared each year. Permanent 

7 
Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

IAC Annual 

Report Form 

2) Assess current Annual Report form. 

  

2) Recommendations for changes to the 

Annual Report format as required.   

1) Permanent   

 COLLABORATION WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 

8 

Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

Collaboration 

with 

International 

Organizations 

1) Promote alliances and collaborative work with 

relevant international organizations (IO) to 

accomplish the IAC objectives.  

                                                                                   

2) Provide technical guidance to IAC Secretariat 

and/or attend IO meetings and other relevant 

groups, as needed. 

1) Collaborative work identified with 

similar organizations to share information 

(CITES, SPAW, IATTC, ICCAT, CPPS, 

RAMSAR, ACAP, Sargasso Sea 

Commission, CMS, CBD, OSPESCA, 

OLDEPESCA, Laud OPO, WIDECAST, 

SWOT, ICAPO, ASO, and other civil 

society organizations as appropriate). 

                                                                                                

2) CCE delegates report to CCE annual 

meeting on workshops and meetings that 

they attend on behalf of IAC when 

applicable.  

2026-2028 
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 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

9 

Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts  

 

 

Sea Turtle Day 

1) CCE members support activities to 

celebrate  World Sea Turtle Day each year and 

when neededed collaborate with other IO.  

 

1.1) CCE members co-organize with IAC 

Secretariat  one activity for Sea Turtle 

Day 2027. 

 

2) Explore opportunities to increase visibility 

through social media platforms, such as 

interships with academia or other 

organizations.  Brasil will suport this activity 

to increase IAC presence in social media. 

1)Support the IAC Secretariat in the 

Celebration of the World Sea Turtle 

Day activities, such as facilitating 

virtual meetings, educational outreach, 

support for comunication in  various 

social media platforms as applicable. 

1.1) Report to CCE and COP on the 

2027 activity. 

 

2) Identify potential collaborations to 

increase IAC visibility through social 

media. Brasil will report  their progress 

at CCE20-2027. 

1) Permanent   

 

 

 

1.1) 2027 
 

2) 2026-2028 

10 
Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

 

 

 

  

Implementation 

of MoUs 

1) Develop and review drafts MoU with relevant 

organizations identified. 

 

2) Identify, prioritize, and implement activities in 

the framework of the MoU. 

1) MoU Documents presented to COP for 

consideration 

 

2) List of priority activities being 

implemented within the MoU frameworks. 

Activities identified with SSC, Stetson 

University, ICCAT and SPAW Protocol. 

Report to CCE20-CCE21, as needed.  

1) Permanent 

 

 

2)2027-2028  

11 Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts, Sea 

Turtle 

Scientific-

Technical 

Committee 

PAPSE (WG 

IAC-CPPS) 

Implementation 

of IAC – CPPS 

MoU  

1) Prepare Wok Plan to guide the implementation 

of  IAC -CPPS MoU. The document will be 

presented to the Consultative Committee in 2027 

(New)) 

 

2) CCE IAC-CPPS working group, Project Save the 

Blue Five (GIZ), CPPS and Southeast Pacific Sea 

Turtle Scientific and Technical Committee prepare 

the Work plan for a 5 year period with activities 

1) Work Plan prepared to present to CCE 

and COP13 (New)  

 

2)Work plan adopted by WG.  

 

3) and 4) Project report with results on the 

implementation of the workplan on sea 

turtle component  also including if pertinent 

the IAC resolutions that were implemented 

2026-2028 
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 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

 

 

 

 

related to the Save the Bue five project sea turtle 

component and other of the project areas as 

pertinent.  

 

3) Collaboration and support of the CCE IAC-

CPPS WG for the implementation of activities, and 

facilitate the coordination with experts of IAC 

Scientific Committee as necessary.  

 

4) Prepare final report.  

with support of the activities of the Save the 

Blue Five Project. Presentation of 

preliminary and final report of the 

collaboration IAC-CPPS-GIZ to COP13 

(final report).  

 

Fundraising 

Working Group 

Coordinator 

Brasil 

 

Fundraising for 

IAC Secretariat 

operations and 

projects 

 

1) The Fundraising - Working Group with support 

from grant writing department Foundation 

Espiritu Santo and ICMBIO Brazil will identify 

sources of funding, and prepare project 

proposals to help support  IAC Secretariat 

operation. (New) 

2) The Fundraising Working Group with support 

from grant writing department Foundation 

Espiritu Santo and ICMBIO Brazil will identify 

sources of funding, and prepare project 

proposals for implementation of priority 

projects.  

3) The Fundraising - WG will continue to work with 

the Legal - WG to find opportunities to finance 

projects.  

1)One proposal presented by the 

Fundraising - WG to potential donors to 

support the operation of IAC Secertariat. 

(New) 

 

2)The Fundraising -Working Group will 

apply grants  to implement priority  small 

projects. At the moment the project 

identified by CCE in the topic of 

“Fisheries” is the pilot project 

“Standardization of formats to report sea 

turtles’ bycatch data for implementation in 

artisanal longline and gillnet fisheries in 

southern Peru and northern Chile”. 

Progress report presented as needed.   

 

  

1) 2026-2028 

 

 

 

 

2)2026-2028 

  

12 

 DRAFTING RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE COP 
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 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

13 

Comité 

Consultivo de 

Expertos  

  

 

Drafting 

Resolutions and 

Recommendatio

ns to COP   

1) Address COP requests and draft Resolutions and 

recommendations accordingly.     

1) Draft Resolutions and recommendations 

presented to COP as needed. 

1.2) Prepare/review Resolution proposal 

for COP13. 

 

  

1) Permanent 

 

 

1.2)2027-2028  

 IAC TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS 

14 

Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

 

IAC Technical 

Documents 

1) Prepare technical documents as needed. 

 

2)Review recommendations from the Consultative 

Committee Technical Documents prepared in 

2026-2028 

1) Technical documents available on the 

IAC website and shared with IAC Parties. 

 

2) Technical documents with 

recommendations presented to COP13 as 

appropriate.  

1) Permanent 

 

 

2) 2028 

 IAC EXPERTS’ DIRECTORY 

15 
Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts, 

Secretariat  

IAC Experts 

Directory  

1) Update the IAC Experts Directory as often as 

needed. 

 

  

1) Updated directory available on IAC's 

Website. 

  

Permanent  

 IAC BULLETIN 

16  

Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

 

IAC Newsletter 

1) Every month, the CCE members will send to 

Secretariat relevant news for the IAC's Newsletter. 

  

1) IAC's Newsletter updated in IAC 

Website (1-2 Bulletin per year).   

Permanent 

 IAC COMMUNICATION STRATEGY 
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 ACTOR TOPIC PROPOSED ACTION EXPECTED RESULT TIMEFRAME 

17 

 

Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

 

 IAC 

Communication 

Strategy 

1)Implementation of the IAC Communication 

Strategy with support from Costa Rica, as needed.  

 

2)Prepare a technical document to support the 

increase the IAC membership and the role of IAC 

safeguarding sea turtles CIT-CCE19-2026-Tec. 29  

with input from the member states.  Activity carried 

out in collaboration with Stetson University.  

  

1) Outreach material produced by IAC 

Parties included in the Convention 

Communication strategy portfolio.  

 

2) Technical document CIT-CCE19-2026-

Tec. 29 to support increase IAC 

membership adopted at CCE19 and COP12 

available on IAC web site.  

 

1) 2026-2028 

 

2) 2026 

 WORKPLAN 

18 

 

Consultative 

Committee 

Chair 

 

Report on 

Implementation 

of CCE Work 

Plan 

 

1) Prepare report on the status of implementation of 

the CCE Work Plan. Annual report with the 

activities in the work plan presented to CCE. 

2) Prepare annual report and present it to CCE20.  

3) Prepare a biannual report on implementation of 

the CCE Work Plan for COP13.  

 

 

1) Report presented to CCE. 

 

2) Report presented to CCE20 

 

3) Report June 2026, 2027, 2028 presented 

at COP13. 

 

 

1) 2026 -2028        

 

2) 2026       

 

2) 2027 

3) 2028           

19 
Consultative 

Committee of 

Experts 

Work plan 

 

 4) Update the CCE work plan following the 

recommendations from the Parties. 

 

4) CCE biennial work plan updated with 

activities, timetable, and responsible. 

 

Permanent 

20 Consultative 

Committee 

Chair and 

Working 

Groups 

CCE Working 

Groups 

 

5) Convene working groups meetings to follow up 

on work plan. 

 

5) Number of meetings of the CCE working 

groups June 2026–May 2028. 

 

2026-2028 

 



29 

 

Annex IV Informe de Implementación de Excepción Ostional – Costa Rica.  

CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.2 AVAILABLE IN THE ORIGINAL LANGUAJE ONLY  
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Annex V Technical Document “Safeguarding Sea Turtles the Role of the IAC CIT-

CCE19-2026-Tec.29 – Document available in English on the web site 

 

IAC web site http://www.iacseaturtle.org/documentos-eng.htm  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iacseaturtle.org/documentos-eng.htm
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Annex VI Agreements and Recommendations CCE19 CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.4 

 

 

Agreements from the 19th Meeting of the IAC Consultative Committee of 

Experts 

March, 10-11th 2026 

                      

                    CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.4              

 Work Plan CCE 2026-2028 CIT-CCE19-2025-Doc.3: 

Agreement 1:  The CCE19 meeting updated the activities for 2026-2028 and new actions 

included in the CCE Work Plan. This work plan will be adopted at 12th Conference of the 

Parties. The new activities are included in the work plan CIT-CCE19-2026-Doc.3. 

The activities cover the following topics:  

1. Exceptions: The Exceptions WG will review the implementation of Costa Rica’s 

management plan, provide recommendations to the country, and present a report to COP 

2026. As part of this process, the documents submitted by Panama in 2027 and Guatemala 

in 2028 will also be review. 

 

2. CCE will be in charge of preparing the Sea Turtle Day activity 2027. 

 

3. Fisheries and their interactions with Sea Turtles: Activity for the Fisheries Working Group 

to organize a workshop to discuss bycatch mitigation measures among members of the IAC. 

 

4. EP Leatherback: Include the follow-up by the EP Leatherback Working Group on the 

recommendations resulting from the collaborative work between the IAC and IATTC using 

the EASI-FISH model, and how the recommendations from this work can support 

compliance with the IATTC resolution on the mitigation of sea turtle bycatch. 

 

5. EP Leatherback: The Working Group will prepare an analysis of compliance with the EP 

Leatherback Resolution. 

 

  

EXCEPTIONS: 

Agreement 2: CCE19 took note of the implementation report of Costa Rica’s Exception 

Management Plan Document CIT-CCE19-2026-Inf.2, using the indicators recommended 

by the Exceptions Working Group (WG). The Costa Rica exception is based on the 

Five-Year Plan, which is currently being updated in 2026. Costa Rica will complete its 

report on March 25, and it will be included as an annex to the CCE19 report. 

Agreement 3: The Exceptions WG will review Costa Rica’s Exception Implementation 

Report and provide recommendations to Costa Rica. The Exceptions WG must inform the 

COP of these recommendations, the IAC Scientific Committee and the Consultative 

Committee. 
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Agreement 4: The first coordination meeting of the Exceptions WG will be held during 

the week of April 13, 2026, to prepare their comments to the report presented by Costa 

Rica. observations. 

The members of the Exceptions WG are: Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama, Caribbean 

Netherlands, and Honduras. 

Agreement 5: Panama will present its implementation report for the Exception 

Management Plan for Isla Cañas at the 20th meeting of the Consultative Committee in 

2027 (CCE20-2027). 

Agreement 6: Guatemala will present its implementation report for the Exception 

Management Plan at the 21st meeting of the Consultative Committee of Experts in 2028 

(CCE21-2028). 

Agreement 7: The Exceptions WG will carry out the following steps for all Exception 

Management Plan Reports. The WG will review each country’s report and must provide 

recommendations to each country using the document titled Evaluation Matrix of the 

Exception Management Plan for Implementing the Measures of Article IV (3 a and b) on 

Exceptions for Subsistence Harvest of Lepidochelys olivacea Eggs in Costa Rica, 

Guatemala, and Panama (CIT-CCE16-2023.Doc.4). This document contains indicators 

created by the Exceptions WG and adopted at the 18th Meeting of the Consultative 

Committee in 2023; see meeting report, Annex IV. 

  

Finances Resolution 2028-20230 

 

Agreement 8: CCE19 adopted the new text proposed by the Legal Working Group for the 

IAC Finance Resolution 2028–2030, which will be presented to COP12‑2026 for its 

adoption. 

 Technical Document “The IAC – Safeguarding Sea Turtles” 

Agreement 9: The CCE19 meeting adopted the technical document “Safeguarding Sea 

Turtles: The Indispensable Role of the Inter-American Convention for the Protection and 

Conservation of Sea Turtles” (CIT-CCE19-2026-Tec.29). The document will be presented 

to the 12th Conference of the Parties so that it may support the efforts of Focal Points and 

the Secretariat in seeking new partnerships for technical collaboration, outreach to 

non-Party countries, and internal dissemination within the various government agencies of 

the Party States regarding the value of belonging to the IAC in order to secure the technical 

and financial support needed to sustain their operations. The presentation by Stetson 

University of this technical document will be included on the agenda of CIT COP12‑2026. 

Agreement 10: The CCE delegates will have  one week (April 18)  to share contributions, 

edits, or additional information to the text of the technical document. 

 Resolution on the Conservation of the Eastern Pacific (EP) Leatherback turtle: 

To follow-up with Resolution CIT-COP10-2022-R6 on the Conservation of the Eastern 

Pacific Leatherback Turtle, which indicates: “Evaluate every five years the implementation 
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of the conservation measures and strategic actions of Annex I. The working group appointed 

by the Scientific and Advisory Committees of Experts, will prepare the five-year evaluation 

reports, which must be presented to said committees and subsequently to the COP. The first 

evaluation report will be presented in 2027.” 

 

Agreement 11: The EP Leatherback WG will prepare the first five-year evaluation report 

of the EP Leatherback Resolution, to be presented at CCE20-2027 and at the Scientific 

Committee (2027), and COP13.  The report will provide recommendations to improve the 

implementation of the EP Leatherback Resolution. The first evaluation report will be 

presented to the Consultative Committee in 2027. 

 

The EP Leatherback WG uses the responses to the questionnaires on the implementation of 

the East Pacific Leatherback Resolution and Fisheries Resolution CIT-COP10-2022-R7 

presented by the Parties in their IAC Annual Report 2023, 2024 and 2025 to prepare the 

report. The WG will include the activities that are being carried out in the Member Countries 

and the NGO Sector and will make a list of those in place and identify gaps in protection to 

highlight those that need to be conducted or strengthened for countries in the species range 

of distribution.  With this information the WG will prepare recommendations to IAC Parties 

and include them in the report. 

 

 Agreement 12: The EP Leatherback Turtles WG will prepare an informative document 

based on the survey conducted with civil society organizations, outlining the conservation 

activities for leatherback turtles that should be strengthened within the framework of 

Resolution CIT-COP10-2022-R6. This report will be presented at COP12 to draw attention 

to these priority activities. The GT will submit the report to the Secretariat by April 15 for 

presentation at COP12. 

 WG East Pacific Leatherback 

Agreement 13: The Eastern Pacific Leatherback Working Group will follow up on the 

collaboration with IATTC within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding with 

the IAC. The objective of the Working Group is to identify the application of the 

recommendations established in the EASI‑FISH study and the implementation of sea turtle 

bycatch reduction measures within the IATTC resolution. 

 

 Atlantic Leatherback 

 

Agreement 14: The Atlantic Leatherback Working Group will identify areas for exchange 

and convergence within the frameworks of applicable international agreements, for example, 

Ramsar, IATTC, ICCAT, and the Sargasso Sea Commission, and will share actions focused 

on reducing threats, such as bycatch, in order to establish collaboration. The Working Group 

WG will take into account the information generated through WWF’s Blue Corridors for 

Sea Turtles project to inform the identification of important areas for the Atlantic leatherback 

and to strengthen the recommendations of the Atlantic Leatherback WG for the 

implementation of IAC resolutions. 
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 Sea Turtle Day 2027/ Collaboration 

Agreement 15: CCE members interested in co-organizing an activity for World Sea Turtle 

Day 2027 will have until June 1, 2026 to submit the concept note for the activity to the 

CCE Chair and the Secretariat, so that it may be shared with COP12 and included in the 

CCE Work Plan. 

Agreement 16: For Sea Turtle Day, create a post containing a message to commemorate 

the day. This post will be shared with IAC member states and published by each institution 

in those countries on June 16, and it will be shared on their social media platforms. This 

post/press release will be prepared with the support of Brazil delegation from the 

Consultative Committee. 

  

Fisheries and Bycatch 

 

Agreement 17: The Fisheries Working Group, composed of members of both the CCE and 

CC, will hold a discussion on sea turtle bycatch and mitigation measures through the 

organization of a workshop dedicated to this topic. The Working Group will coordinate the 

preparation of the agenda, presenters, and working documents. The workshop is subject to 

the availability of funds, for which the United States delegation will assist in securing 

support. The workshop is planned for 2026–2027, depending on the availability of funds. 

This activity is included in the Work Plan of the Consultative Committee. 

 

The Fisheries Working Group, composed of members of the CCE and CC, will coordinate 

the logistics of an exchange and training workshop aimed at members of both the Scientific 

Committee and the Consultative Committee of Experts. The workshop will focus on 

identifying and reducing threats to sea turtles arising from bycatch in fisheries using gear 

such as gillnets, trawls, and longlines. The workshop will also facilitate an exchange of 

information on actions being implemented by different countries. The Working Group will 

coordinate the preparation of the agenda, presenters, and working documents. The workshop 

is subject to the availability of funds, and the United States delegation will support the 

identification of funding sources. The workshop is planned for 2026–2027, depending on 

the availability of funds. This activity is included in the Work Plan of the Consultative 

Committee. 

TEDs (Turtle Excluder Devices) 

Agreement 18: The Secretariat will send a reminder to the CCE and SC to obtain 

responses to the survey on the Use of Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) by the first week of 

May 2026. 

 

 Green turtle Information Document 

 

Agreement 19: The Green Turtle WG will submit the informative document with the 

comments from the members resolved  to the Consultative Committee via email by March 
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31. The Consultative Committee will provide any minor edits within 10 days (by April 10). 

If no comments are received from the Consultative Committee, the document will be 

considered adopted for submission to COP12 as an information document. 

 Update Membership in Working Groups 

 

Agreement 20: 

Legal WG: Chile joins the membership. The Legal Working Group is composed of: CR, 

BRA, CHI, USA, MEX, ECU, and PE. 

Exceptions WG: Honduras joins the membership. The Exceptions Working Group is 

composed of: PA, GU, CR, the Netherlands, and HO. 

EP Leatherback WG: Ecuador joins the membership. The EO Leatherback Working 

Group is composed of: CHI, PE, USA, PA, MEX, CR, CCE Sectoral Representative (D. 

Wallace), CCE Sectoral Representative (Dr. Amorocho), and Just Sea – Dr. Rodríguez-

Barón (Sectorial alternate). 

Saving the Blue Fives WG: Costa Rica will be the coordinator for the Working Group. 

Members: Rotney Piedra (CR), Bryan Wallace, Ecuador , Paula Salinas (Chi), Lezlie 

Bustos Chile), Marino Abrego (PA), and Esteban Estrada (Save Blue Five GIZ) 

 

 Social media 

 

Agreement 21: Brazil will offer support for the IAC visibility on social media.  

 

 Organization of next CCE meeting CCE20 

Agreement 22:  The 20th Meeting of the Consultative Committee of Experts of the IAC will 

be held via videoconference. Subject to the availability of funds, the option of holding an in-

person meeting may be considered, provided that a country offers to host and finance it. 
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Annex VII Group Picture CCE19 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Chair CCE19 Santos Roberto Hernández- SEMARNAT / Mexico 

 

 
 

Vicechair CCE19 Licda. Airam López Roulet- CONAP-Guatemala 


