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IAC Annual Report General Instructions

Annex IV of the Convention text states that each Contracting Party shall hand in an
Annual Report. To complete this Annual Report, Focal Points should consult with
various stakeholders involved in sea turtle issues. If you have any questions regarding
this Annual Report, please write to the PT Secretariat at secretario@iacseaturtle.org

Please note that the date to submit this Annual Report is August 12" of 2011.
Part | (General Information)
Please fill out the following tables. Add additional rows if necessary.

a._ Focal Point

Institution Subsecretaria de Pesca
Name Francisco Ponce Martinez
Date Annual Report submitted August 23, 2011

b._ Agency or Institution responsible for preparing this report

Name of Agency or Institution Subsecretaria de Pesca

Name of the person responsible for completing this Erancisco Ponce M.

report

Address BeIIaws}ta 168, piso 14,
Valparaiso

Telephone(s) (56)(32)2502769- 2502730

Fax (56)(32)2502756

E-mail franciscoponce@subpesca.cl

c._ Others who participated in the preparation of this report

Name Agency or Institution E-mail
Jorge Azocar Instituto de Fomento Pesquero Jorge.azocar@ifop.cl
Miguel Donoso Pacifico Laud seaturtle@vtr.net
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Part Il (Policy and Management)

a._ General description of activities carried out for the protection and conservation of
sea turtles

In accordance with Articles IX and XVIII of the text of the Convention, each Party shall
establish monitoring programs, policies and plans for implementation at a national
level for the protection and conservation of sea turtles and their habitat.

As a result, the Party shall report on the action plans, management plan or other types
of instruments, describing their location, the species considered and the actions
implemented by governmental, non-governmental and private institutions related to sea
turtles.

Background:

Sea turtles are relatively scarce on Chile’s jurisdictional coasts and waters, and their
presence is usually associated to foraging activities. The turtle aggregations are small
and found in Chile’s northern continental coast. Chelonia mydas can be found regularly
in four locations: Bahia Chipana (21°18’L.S. 70° 05> L.W), Bahia Mejillones del Sur
(23°05” L.S. 70°27°L.W), Caleta Constitucion (23°26,21°L.S. 70°36” L.W.) and Bahia
Salado (27°41°L.S. 71°00° L.W); Lepidochelys olivacea has been registered regularly
on Chinchorro beach (18°27,5” L.S. 70°18,2” L.W. ciudad de Arica); Chelonia mydas
has also been reported on a regular basis on Easter Island’s coastline.

Dermochelys coriacea’s presence has also been associated to national jurisdictional
waters. Specimens of these sea turtles have been spotted occasionally on the coastline as
well as of Caretta caretta, which can be found mainly in the northern jurisdictional
waters.

Taking into account the presence and distribution of the different species of sea turtles
throughout the country, conservation and protection activities have focused on
minimizing fishing-related mortality in Dermochelys coriacea and Caretta caretta and
on the protection of the species that frequent costal localities.

Plan of action:

Chile does not have a specific plan of action with regards to the protection and
conservation of sea turtles. However, all activities related to minimizing incidental
capture and mitigating the effects of fishery activities in protecting and conserving these
species, are carried out as monitoring of highly migratory fishing resource and the
scientific observer program onboard the fishing fleet.
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The monitoring program carried out by the Instituto de Fishing Development Institute
(IFOP) named  “Investigacion  situacion  pesquerias  recursos  altamente
migratorios(Investigation of highly migratory fishery resources)”, is part of the main
national fisheries’ sampling program that is required and financed by the State of Chile.
It is based on samples taken by scientific observers on board the fleets and by sampling
on the unloading ports. The program, which has annual coverage, involves a data-
gathering effort that covers the majority of the fleet in the entire fishing area and the
their boarding ports. Highly migratory resource national fishery area covers from 18°
L.S. to 40° L.S. and from 72° L.W. to 120°L.W. The species that are the main objective
are swordfish (Xiphias gladius), mako shark (Isurus oxyrhinchus), and dolphinfish
(Coryphaena hippurus). In addition to the previous information, data is also gathered on
the main species that comprise the fauna that accompanies the main objective species
and actions are performed to minimize and/or mitigate unwanted ecosystemic effects of
fishery activities.

The general objective of the monitoring program, “Investigacion situacion pesquerias
recursos altamente migratorios,” is to gather and analyze the biological fishing
information from the extractive activities of highly migratory resources in order to have
up-to-date, appropriate information that supports ordinances and conservation measures
for these fisheries.

One of the specific objectives of the program is to evaluate it in order to reduce and/or
mitigate the unwanted ecosystemic effects of swordfish and shark fishing. Activities are
carried out within this context associated to gathering information related to accidental
capture of sea turtles, actions aimed at minimizing the accidental capture of these
species and at mitigating the effects of fishery activities in protecting and conserving
these same species like the release of specimens captured by fishing rigs and equipment.
In addition previously mentioned, 19 specimens have been tagged with conventional
tags onboard industrial vessels (more details below on Part I11b of this report).

As a complementary element, through the IFOP’s scientific observers program, training
sessions with scientific observers so they can recognize sea turtle species, manipulate
and reanimate specimens captured by rigs and fishing equipment and the procedures to
release said specimens. In order to do this, training courses have been developed and
guidebooks have been edited for species recognition and the procedures to release
specimens caught on fishing hooks or tanged in fishing lines
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Highly migratory resource fisheries
Number of operating vessels per year
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Number of sea turtles accidentally captured on highly migratory resource fisheries,
by operating year, vessel type and species
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(prepared with IFOP information, updated as of September 2010)

Rate of sea turtle capture on the industrial long-line (N° turtles cap/1000 hooks)
2001-2009 period
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Historical distribution of fishing efforts of the industrial long-line fleet and sea turtle
accidental captures register during 2001-2009 periods

Activities carried out by non-governmental institutions and organizations

Actions carried out by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and private institutions
(universities) are related to the rescue and rehabilitation of turtles found on beaches, and
education, diffusion and training activities related to protecting and conserving sea
turtles.

Even though the country does not have a formal procedure for sea turtle rescue and
rehabilitation, the National Fisheries Service and Maritime Authority carry out
cooperation actions to rescue specimens that are endangered, injured or ill.

Specimen maintenance and rehabilitation activities are carried out by private
institutions, primarily universities with degrees related to Veterinary Medicine and
Biology who work with students and volunteer personnel.

The centers that have participated in these activities to date are:

e Department of Marine Sciences of Universidad Arturo Prat, Tarapaca region

¢ Regional Center for Environmental Studies and Education (CREA) Research Office
Universidad de Antofagasta, Antofagasta region

e Department of Marine Sciences of Universidad Catélica del Norte, Coquimbo region

e Municipal Natural Sciences and Archeological Museum of San Antonio, Valparaiso
region

e Dichato Marine Biology Station, Universidad de Concepcién, Bio-Bio region
(destroyed by the 2010 tsunami)

All these centers operate with volunteer personnel and are self-funded. They cooperate
with the National Fisheries Service on the basis of an understanding and some
cooperation agreements.

In 2007, sea lion (Otaria flavescens) attacks and depredation on Chelonia mydas
specimens were detected in the Bahia de Mejillones del Sur locality. 50 specimens of C.
mydas were rescued and transferred to Caleta Constitucion 23°26,21°L.S. 70°36° L.W.
by CREA volunteers from the Universidad de Antofagasta under the supervision of the
National Fisheries Service and Antofagasta’s Maritime Authority (DIRECTEMAR).

In addition to the above, please fill out the following tables and explain the level of
progress in the comments column.
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YES/NO/
Comments
In Progress
Does your country have | NO Chile does not have a specific plan of action
a national plan of action for sea turtles. However, all activities related
in accordance  with to training, observation and release of sea
Article XVI11I1? turtles affected by fishery activities are carried
out as part of a program of scientific observers
onboard vessels and the monitoring of highly
migratory resource fisheries
Does your country have | YES Activities to reduce accidental capture of
policies and programs turtles and their release are included in the
at local and regional monitoring program of highly migratory
levels in accordance resource fisheries.
with Article XVI11?
Does your country have | YES Activities to reduce accidental capture of
monitoring programs in turtles and their release are included in the
accordance with Article monitoring program of highly migratory
IX? resource fisheries.

b._ National legislation and international instruments related to sea turtles adopted in
the preceding year

Describe any national regulations, international agreements and other legal
instruments adopted during the preceding year (April 30, 20XX-April 30, 20XX) related
to sea turtles and/or relevant activities. Provide a reference and attach the digital file
for the legislation and its corresponding number. The laws adopting the international
legislation should be included, when they exist.

Regulation:

On November 11, 1995, Exempt Decree N° 225 of the Ministry of Economy,
Development and Reconstruction (now Ministry of Economy, Development and
Tourism (MEFT)) was published in the Official Gazette, dated November 9th of that
same year (Appendix 1), which in Article 1° establishes as of the date of publication of
the same decree, a 30-year national extractive ban on a set of 61 marine invertebrates
which includes Caretta caretta, Eretmochelys imbriata, Chelonia mydas agassizi,
Lepidochelys olivacea and Dermochelys coriacea turtle species.

This regulation establishes in Article 2° that by resolution of the Undersecretary’s
Office of Fishing, the capture of live specimens of one or more of these species can be
authorized to be kept in captivity for exhibition, recreational, cultural o research
purposes.
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In 2005, Exempt Decree N° 135 of the Ministry of Economy, Development and
Reconstruction (Appendix 2) was published that modified Article 1° of Ex.D.N° 225,
eliminating Eretmochelys imbricata from the banned list of species due to the fact that
this species is not present in Chilean jurisdictional waters and a set of species of other
taxa was incorporated. Together with the above mentioned, Article 2° from the
previous decree is replaces by the following: “Only through a resolution from the
Undersecretary’s Office of Fishing can the capture of live specimens of one or more
species referred to in Article 1° be authorized to be held in captivity exclusively within
national territory for the following purposes:

a)Research, only when it implies temporary holding of the specimens

b)Ex-situ conservation of species that are endangered or with greatly reduced
populations, associated with planes or programs for reintegration no natural habitats
c)Public exhibition in national zoos or aquariums and always in limited quantities.
Specimens that are authorized for these purposes may not be transferred to other
exhibition centers.”

In 2007, Exempt Decree N° 434 of the Ministry of Economy, Development and
Reconstruction (Appendix 3) was published which inserts the following Article 3°, new,
shifting the previous Article 3° to become Article 4°:

Article 3°- During the period of the extractive ban, the capture, holding, possession,
transport, unloading, production or any transformation as well as commercialization or
storage of any of the banned species is prohibited, be it whole specimens or parts of
them, in accordance with the provisions in articles 110, 119 and 139 of the General
Fishing and Aquiculture Act. Excepted from the prohibition indicated above are the
holding, possession and transport of dead specimens or parts of them, as long as it is
executed by higher education institutions or museums located on national territory for
the purposes of education, research, deposit or exhibition, without affecting compliance
of the respective sanitary regulations, as applicable.

The National Fisheries Service can, through a resolution, establish measures and
procedures in order to verify compliance with the circumstance mentioned above, as
well as to carry out the proper audit of the decree’s dispositions.

Sanctions for breach of the established regulation are indicated in the following articles
of the General Fishing and Aquiculture Act:

Article 108.- Infractions to the this law’s fishing administration measures, made by
authorities, will be sanctioned will all or some of the following measures:

a) Fines, which the judge will apply according to margins set by this law, taking
special consideration of damages caused to hydrobiologic resources and the
environment.

b) Suspension or expiration of the captain or shipmaster’s title, decreed by the
Board of Maritime Territory and Merchant Marine
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c) Confiscation of fishing gear and equipment with which the infraction was
committed as well as the means of transportation

d) Confiscation of hydrobiological species in their natural or processed states, when
in comes to infractions on dispositions of sport fishing and infractions
considered in articles 110 letter b), 119 and 139

Elements with which an infraction could have been committed on vessels or crafts

will not be considered.

Article 109.- The material author of the infractions will be responsible for said
infractions. In the matter of infractions on the prohibitions of capture or extraction of
hydrobiological resources, the captain of the vessel or the shipmaster of the artisanal
fishing vessel will be held responsible. However, in the case of infractions of
established measures of extractive fishing activities, transformation, transport, storage
or commercialization, the ship-owner of the industrial vessel, the ship-owner of the
artisanal vessel, the industrial plant’s or establishment’s owner or the transport vehicles’
driver will all be solidarily responsible of paying the fine. Nevertheless, the vessel’s
captain or shipmaster in which the infraction was committed will be responsible only
for the sum of money determined by the judge.

Article 110.- The following acts will sanctioned with a fine three to four times the result
of multiplying the value of the respective species’ sanction, valid at the date of
complaint, for the amount of hydrobiological resources subject to the infraction reduced
to tons of the physical weight:

Letter b) Capture of hydrobiological species during the banned period

Letter h) Deep-sea fishing with vessels that carry the Chilean flag, infringing
regulations of international treaties and agreements ratified by Chile and that are in
force whose object is the protection, conservation and rationalization of hydrobiological
species. If there are no captures or these are released back to the sea, the sanction will
be of two monthly tax paying units (UTM) for each ton of gross registry of the boat that
committed the fault.

Article 111.- In the cases of the previous article, the captain or shipmaster of the
industrial fishing vessel in which the infraction was committed will be personally
sanctioned with a fine of 30 to 300 UTM, and the shipmaster of the artisanal craft, with
a fine of 3 to 150 UTM. They will also been sanctioned with the suspension of their title
of captain or shipmaster for up to 9 days. In the case of repeat offenders, the penalty
will be cancelation of the title.

Article 119.- The transportation and commercialization of banned hydrobiological
resources and products derived from them will be sanctioned with a fine 3 to 300 UTM,
as well as the closure of the establishment or business where the infraction was
committed for a period of up to 30 days. The driver of the transportation vehicle or the
manager of the commercial establishment will be personally sanctioned with a fine of 3
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to 150 UTM. For those who repeat the infractions in this article, the financial sanctions
will double. (Art.140).

Article 139.- The processing, elaboration, transformation and storage of banned
hydrobiological resources, as well as the storage of products derived from these, will be
sanctioned with a fine of three to four times the result of multiplying the value of the
respective species’ sanction, valid at the date of complaint, for the quantity of product
or hydrobiological resource subject to the infraction reduced to tons of the resource’s
physical weight, as well as the closure of the establishment or business where the
infraction took place for a period of up to 30 days. The manager and administrator of
the industrial establishment will be sanctioned with a minor prison sentence and will be
personally fined from 3 to 150 UTM. For those who repeat the infractions in this article,
the financial sanctions will double.

Personnel from the National Fisheries Service, Chilean Armada, Chilean Carabineers
and Investigative Police, each within their respective jurisdictions, monitor compliance
with the regulation described above.

Value of the sanction for sea turtle species for the 2011-2012 period= 2 UTM/kg; UTM =
uUsS $80

Currently, the national Regulation that will control superior marine vertebrate (reptiles,
birds and mammals) observation activities is been processed, which will provide an
instrument with which to organize sea turtle observation activities.

International Agreements:

Regional Program for the Conservation of Sea Turtles in the Southeastern Pacific:
Since 1981, the Permanent Commission for the South Pacific (CPPS) pointed out the
need to protect the marine ecosystem, reason for which, along with the Executive
Council of the United Nations Environmental Program (PNUMA), they implemented
the “Plan of Action for the Protection of the Marine Ecosystem and Coastal Areas of the
Southeast Pacific.” The main objective of the Plan of Action is the protection of marine
ecosystem and the coastal areas in order to promote the preservation of people’s health
and well-being. The plan provides the proper framework for the establishment and
application of an appropriate, comprehensive policy that will allow the completion of
this objective, taking into account particular needs of the region. The States that take
part in the Plan of Action are: Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Panama and Peru, whose
governments establish its reach with respect to each element of the Plan of Action. In
2000, activities to conserve sea turtles were incorporated into the Plan of Action,
considering the Protocol for the conservation and management of protected marine
areas (1989) and regional application of the Jakarta Mandate (1995) on the conservation
and use of marine and costal biodiversity. In November 2007, the XIV Meeting of the
Plan of Action’s General Authority approved the creation of a Regional Technical-
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Scientific Committee and the Regional Program for the Conservation of Sea Turtles in
the Southeastern Pacific. The Regional Program is the base document for the
development of concrete actions for the protection of these species in the countries of
the region, which allows for the re-enforcement of capacities in the fields of scientific
and technological research, conservation, environmental education and diffusion.

Inter-american Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles:

As of February 10, 2010, Chile deposited before the Republic of Venezuela, the
instrument of adhesion to the Inter-american Convention for the Protection and
Conservation of Sea Turtles. On August 6, 2010, the Supreme Decree of Ministry of
International Relations N° 114 of April 6, 2010 that enacts the text of the Convention
and orders it be complied as a regulation of the Republic, was published in the Republic
of Chile’s Official Gazette.

National Legislation

Type and name of legal Description (Range of .

ypinstrument (No.)g an)JpIica(tion)g Sanctions(s) Imposed
Exempt Decree N° 225 de | Establishes a 30-year Ley General de Pesca y
1995, modified by Ex.D. national extractive ban on | Acuicultura.
N° 135 of 2005 and Ex.D. | 70 species of marine 2::' 188
N° 434 of 2007, all from vertebrates, including Art. 110. Letra b) y letra h)
the Ministry of Economy, | Caretta caretta, Chelonia | Art. 111
Development and mydas agassizi, Art. 119
Reconstruction* (nowadays | Lepidochelys olivacea, Art. 139
called the Ministry of and Dermochelis coriacea. | A" 140
Economy, Development It prohibits the capture,
and Tourism) holding, possession,

transport, unloading,
production or any process
of transformation,
commercialization,
storage of parts or whole
specimens. Exceptions are
the holding, possession or
transportation of dead
specimens or parts of
them, as long as it is
carried out by higher
education institutions or
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museums located on
national territory for
educational, research,
deposit or exhibition
purposes without affecting
the compliance of the
respective sanitary
regulations. The
regulation entitles the
Undersecretary’s Office of
Fishery to authorize the
capture of live specimens
to be kept in captivity for
the following purposes:
a) research, only when it
implies that temporary
holding of the specimen
b) ex-situ conservation of
species in danger of
extinction or with greatly
reduce populations,
associated with plans or
programs aimed at
reintegration to their
natural environment

c) public exhibition in
national zoos or
aquariums, and always in
limited quantities. These
specimens cannot be
transferred to other
exhibition centers.

International Instruments
Treaty, Convention, Agreements, Memorandum of Year signed
Understanding and/or ratified
Inter-american Convention for the Protection and Conservation
2010
of Sea Turtles

Regional Program for the Conservation of Sea Turtles (CPPS) | 2007

Note: If this is the first time a country is submitting this information, please include all
pertinent national legislation and international instruments currently in force.
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c._ Actions for compliance with national and international legislation

c.1 IAC Resolutions

Fill in the following tables for each of the IAC Resolutions listed below. In the case that
a Resolution does not apply to your country, please mark the box RESOLUTION DOES
NOT APPLY, and if a specific question does not apply, please mark the column DOES
NOT APPLY. If you need more space to describe these actions, please attach additional
pages and note the resolution and question number to which you are responding.

Resolution CIT-COP2-2004 R1: Conservation of leatherback turtles (Dermochelys

coriacea)

ACCORDING TO RESOLUTION CIT-COP2-2004-R1, REPORT WHETHER YOUR COUNTRY:

RESOLUTION DOES NOT APPLY

IS COMPLYING WITH THE g DOES NOT
FOLLOWING: YES | NO DESCRIBE ACTION (*) APPLY
1a) Have you created conservation plans As part of the national monitoring program
and long-term programs that can reverse the of highly migratory resource fisheries and
critical situation of the leatherback turtle in of scientific observers, protocols have been
the Eastern Pacific? developed for the release of turtles
accidentally captured by fishing rigs and
equipment. These programs are financed by
the Chilean State and are part of the
strategic projects with permanent execution.
They maintain a national coverage of all the
industrial fleet and parte of the artisanal
fleet. The primary institution is the
Undersecretary’s Office of Fishing and the
institution executing the program is the
X Fishing Development Institute (IFOP).
1b) Are you implementing these Observers onboard fishing vessels apply
conservation plans and monitoring the release protocols that have been
programs? X developed.
2a) Have you taken conservation measures X
to significantly reduce the use of
leatherback turtle products and by-
products?
2b) Do you evaluate these conservation X
measures?
3a) If your country has leatherback turtle X
nesting beaches in the Eastern Pacific: Have
you taken conservation measures to protect
the nesting sites and their associated
habitats?
3b) Do you evaluate the conservation X

measures taken to protect those nesting sites
and their associated habitats?
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4. Has your country adopted fishing The accidental capture rates are fairly low
techniques that reduce incidental capture and specimens captured that result in death
and mortality of this species? X are scarce ( less tan 4 in the last 10 years).

5a) Is your country collecting information
on incidental capture of leatherbacks in the
following fisheries:

Atrtisanal fisheries

i) Long-line Information is gathered in the monitoring
X highly migratory resource fisheries.
ii) Gillnets Not used.
iii) Other fishing gear (indicate which Information is gathered in the monitoring
one(s)) highly migratory fisheries resource. The net
X used serves as a gillnet.
Industrial fisheries
i) Long-line Information is gathered in the monitoring
X highly migratory resource fisheries.
ii) Gillnets Not used
iii) Other fishing gear (indicate which Not used
one(s))

5b) Have you provided the IAC with
information on incidental capture of
leatherbacks in the following fisheries:

Artisanal fishing

i) Long-line X This is the first time.

i) Gillnets

iii) Other fishing gear (indicate which
one(s)) X This is the first time.

Industrial fisheries

i) Long-line X This is the first time.

i) Gillnets X

iii) Other fishing gear (indicate which X
one(s))

6. Have you established agreements and/or
understandings with countries fishing

within international waters to adopt fishing
techniques that reduce incidental capture of
leatherback turtles? List which countries: X

7. Have you encouraged other non-Party
states to the IAC, carrying out activities that
affect leatherback turtles, to adopt measures
in favor of their conservation, by means of

bilateral, multilateral or regional contacts? X

8. Have any cooperative agreements or Within the scope of CPPS, the Regional
alliances been established with pertinent Program for the Conservation of Sea
organizations? List: Turtles in the Southeastern Pacific was

established. As part of this program, the
second assessment of sea turtles was carried
X out in 2010 financed by CPPS.

(*) Specify actions implemented, name of the project or relevant document, location, objective(s),
institutions responsible, contact, financial or other support (optional), results (both positive and
negative) and duration.
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Resolution CIT-COP3-2006 R-1: Hawksbill turtle conservation (Eretmochelys

imbricata)

ACCORDING TO RESOLUTION CIT-COP3-2006-R1, REPORT WHETHER YOUR COUNTRY':

RESOLUTION DOES NOT APPLY

IS COMPLYING WITH THE
FOLLOWING:

YES

NO

DESCRIBE ACTION (*)

DOES NOT
APPLY

1. Has your country promoted synergies with
other Conventions, treaties, international
organizations, and/or regional fisheries bodies
on the management and conservation of
hawksbill turtles and their habitats? Indicate
which one(s).

2 a) Are you strengthening monitoring of the
illegal use and trade of hawksbill turtles and
their products?

2 b) Are you enforcing pertinent hawksbill
legislation?

2 ¢) Are activities being carried out in order to

stop illegal trade of hawksbill products?

3. Does your country
support and strengthen
the research and
monitoring activities
required to improve the
scientific basis of
conservation measures
for the hawksbill turtle?
Especially in:

Genetics

Migratory behavior

Location and
conservation status
of foraging habitats.

Location and
conservation status
of prey species.

Population
dynamics at
foraging sites

Integrity of nesting
habitats

Others (specify)

4. As indicated in the
recommendations from
FAO’s Technical
Meeting on the
conservation of marine
turtles and fisheries that
was held in Bangkok in
2004 and adopted by the
26th Session of FAO’s
Fisheries Committee
(COFI), does your
country carry out any
activities mentioned in
a) and/or b)?

a) Evaluate
incidental capture
of hawksbill turtles
in jurisdictional
waters.

b) Actions to
mitigate incidental
capture of hawksbill
turtles in their
jurisdictional
waters.

5. Does your country
apply the precautionary
approach when
considering proposals
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for seismic exploration
on priority marine
habitats of the hawksbill
turtle?

6. Indicate if your
country is strengthening
the protection of
important nesting and

a) Protection of
nesting habitats

foraging habitats by
declaring protected
areas and regulating
anthropogenic activities
that adversely impact
these habitats.

b) Protection of
feeding habitats

7. Does your country promote exchange of
technical capacity and collaborative research
on hawksbill habitats among Parties as well as
non Parties and other involved organizations in
the Area of the Convention?

(*) Specify actions implemented, name of the project or relevant document, location, objective(s),
institutions responsible, contact, financial or other support (optional), results (both positive and

negative) and duration.

Resolution CIT-COP3-2006-R2: Reduction of the adverse impacts of fisheries on sea

turtles

ACCORDING TO RESOLUTION CIT-COP3-2006-R2, REPORT WHETHER YOUR COUNTRY:

IS COMPLYING WITH THE i DOES NOT
FOLLOWING: YES | NO DESCRIBE ACTION (*) APPLY
1.Adopted the “Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality induced by fisheries operations”, of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ), including:
A.Research and monitoring of adverse impact of fisheries on sea turtles
e Collect information by fishery Information is gathered in the
monitoring highly migratory
X resource fisheries.
e Observer programs Chile maintains a national program
of scientific observers onboard the
X different fisheries.
e Research on sea turtle/fishery Information is gathered in the
interactions monitoring highly migratory
X resource fisheries.
¢ Information on non-Party vessels X
e Cooperation with non-Party states to
obtain information X
B. Mitigation measures for the following fisheries:
i)  Long-line Release and reanimation of captured
X specimens.
ii) Gillnets No captures with gillnets have been
detected. There nets are used near
the coastline mainly in the southern
X and central part of the country.
iii) Trawling (e.g., 1. TEDs: specify Trawling does not impact sea turtles | x

legally approved TEDs, their

in Chile since it takes place in areas
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dimensions, material, and target
species for that fishery, 2. time-area
closures: specify geographical area,
time of closure and target species for
that fishery, 3. tow times and/or 4.
other measures)

with a scant presence of turtles and
in areas deeper tan 100 meters.

iv) Other fishing gear (indicate which
one(s))

Release and reanimation of
captured specimens.

C.Training, education and dissemination

e Training, education and dissemination
activities

Training activities with scientific
observers from the IFOP. Education
by the NGO, Pacifico Laud (see
Parte 111 ¢)

D. Harmonization of policies and legislation

e Modifications to instruments

The Committee is in the process of
X being formally recognized.

E. Capacity building

e Creation of a national sea turtle
committee/network

Financing is provided by the
Chilean State, through the program
Monitoring of Highly Migratory
Resource Fisheries and the National
Scientific Observers Program.

F. Financing
¢ Financial support obtained to implement
guidelines in this resolution X
G. Socio-economic considerations
e Support socio-economic activities that All culture centers comply with
help mitigate adverse impacts of environmental rules for aquiculture,
fisheries on sea turtles which establishes operation
requirements, and the environmental
monitoring demanded for the
different activities. Likewise, all
aquiculture activities from medium
to large scale, must comply with the
environmental impact evaluation
system.
H. Other aspects
e Environmental impact studies for
mariculture projects
2. Sent information and documents on sea
turtles created by your country to the
Secretariat of the Convention? List documents.
3. Initiated activities that assist the Convention
Secretariat in contacting non Party States
through established mechanisms, especially in
the area of the Convention, so that they may
provide, in a cooperative spirit, the Secretariat
with available data on incidental sea turtle
catches in their fisheries? X
4. Supports the Convention Secretariat,
through established mechanisms, to commence
discussions with regional fishery management
organizations in order to develop
Memorandum of Understandings. X
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(*) Specify actions implemented, name of the project or relevant document, location, objective(s),
institutions responsible, contact, financial or other support (optional), results (both positive and
negative) and duration.

Resolution CIT-COP4-2009-R5: Adaptation of sea turtle habitats to climate change

ACCORDING TO RESOLUTION CIT-COP4-2009-R5, REPORT WHETHER YOUR COUNTRY:

DOES NOT

IS COMPLYING WITH THE FOLLOWING: | YES | NO DESCRIBE ACTION (*) APPLY

1 a) Have marine and coastal habitats on which
sea turtles depend been included in national plans
and programs for adaptation to climate change?

Specify habitats and plans X
1 b) Are these plans for adaptation to climate
change being implemented? X

2 a) Are corrective measures and measures on
adaptation to climate change included within
management plans and/or protection and
conservation programs for sea turtles and their
habitats? X

2 b) Are you evaluating the corrective measures
and measures on adaptation to climate change
included within management plans and/or
protection and conservation programs for sea
turtles and their habitats? X

3. Have you identified any organizations or
pertinent expert groups as possible partners to
work on the topic of adaptation by sea turtles to
climate change? Please list. X

4. Have you carried out research and monitoring
to improve knowledge of the effects on, and
vulnerability of sea turtles and their habitats, to
climate change? X

5. Has your country hosted capacity building
workshops for monitoring techniques and/or
adaptation to climate change?

X|x

6. Has your country implemented mitigation
measures for non-climatic threats as a way to
improve the resilience of populations to the
impacts of climate change? Specify which ones.

(*) Specify actions implemented, name of the project or relevant document, location, objective(s),
institutions responsible, contact, financial or other support (optional), results (both positive and
negative) and duration.

¢.2 National and International Mandates

List actions that are being carried out to comply with national and international
mandates (Ex: inspections, confiscations, sanctions, etc.)

Both the National Fisheries Service and Maritime Authority perform routine controls
and inquiries throughout the coastline. Specific activities are related to complaints or
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information provided by citizens that find specimens stranded or an anomalous situation
involving protected species like turtles are in Chile.

d._ Application[submission] of exceptions established in the Convention
Describe in detail the exceptions allowed in accordance with article 1V, item 3(a,b,d)
and Annex IV of the text of the Convention, in accordance to the procedure established

by the COP (Doc. CIT-COP5-2011-R2). Attach management program.

Chile does not apply any of the exceptions established by the Convention.

Part 111 (Research information)
a._Threats

Describe threats (Coastal development, incidental capture, direct use, contamination
and pathogens, and climate change) by species, with information on the area and
activities taken to control them in the following table. Lo = Lepidochelys olivacea; Lk =
Lepidochelys kempii; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys imbricata; Cc =
Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas.

Species| Threat(s) Actions
Lo Pollution No actions
Lk
Dc Accidental capture Release from the fishing
gear with line cutters
Ei
Cm Pollution No actions
Cc Accidental capture Restricted fishing area
b. Research

Describe scientific research that is being carried out in the country relating to sea turtle
population assessments including tagging, migration, and genetic studies, as well as those
relating to conservation issues including habitat monitoring, fisheries interactions, disease,
etc. Provide a list of references for the information used in this report and note how to
obtain them when needed.

Tagging studies:
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Between 2001- 2007, a total of 19 turtles were tagged aboard long-line industrial
vessels with an IFOP metallic plate, 2 correspond to Cm, 5 to CC and 12 to Dc. In
addition to this, the Universidad de Antofagasta tagged approximately 60 specimens of
Cm in the Mejillones area. There have been no recaptured specimens to date.

Satellite telemetry:

With regards to satellite telemetry, 4 satellite transmitters have been installed by Miguel
Donoso on Cm, 3 in Mejillones and 1 on Easter Island (21°7°10°S — 109°21°17°W),
though it was only been possible to monitor one turtle due to the fact that the others
remained in the foraging area until the battery life expired. The turtle moved from
Mejillones (23°S — 70°30°W) to Southern Peru, close to 16°S, traveling 1059 km in 188
days.

Genetics:

From the tissue samples taken aboard fishing vessels and stranded turtles, genetic
studies have been performed in the NMFS laboratories in La Jolla by Dr. Peter Dutton,
obtaining as preliminary results that the leatherback turtle comes from 2 areas, from the
Western Pacific (Australia and Solomon Islands) and Northern and Central Pacific
(Costa Rica and Mexico), this last one is ratified by a mark placed in Manzanillo by
Doctor Méarquez and found in San Antonio in central Chile.

References: Donoso, M. and P. Dutton. 2008. Numbers, distribution and stock origin of
sea turtles caught incidentally in the Chilean longline fishery for swordfish, 2001-2002.
In: L. Belskis (Ed.). Proceedings of the Twenty-Fourth Annual Symposium on Sea
Turtle Biology and Conservation. 22 to 29 February 2004. San José, Costa Rica. NOAA
Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-567.

Interaction with fisheries:

In Miguel Donoso and Peter Dutton’s publication “Sea turtle bycatch in the Chilean
pelagic longline fishery in the southeastern Pacific: Opportunities for conservation”
(Biological Conservation Vol. 143, Issue 11, November 2010) interactions between sea
turtles and longline fishery during the 2001 — 2005 period are described.

c._ Other activities

Include information on: environmental education activities, programs to establish and
manage protected areas, and cooperative activities with other Party countries.

In regards to environmental education, projects have been carried out in order to spread
information about sea turtles and their conservation. A number of activities have been
carried out, of which an interview with Miguel Donoso (NGO Pacifico Laud) stands out
about a paper on satellite tagging in Mejillones published in a Films Concept Associés
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documentary entitled Sentinelles de la Nature, directed and produced by Marc Rousseau
and Jerome Cheval.

In Northern Chile, a project called “Conservation of sea turtles in a foraging area, Caleta
Chipana” was carried out about 160 km south of Iquique with funds from the XIV
Environmental Protection Fund Contest of the Ministry of Environment. The objective
was to educate and motivate local fishermen about sea turtle conservation. The Project
was carried out as a joint venture by the Fishermen’s union, the NGO Pacifico Laud and
Promarpacifico, a consulting group. The participation in this project during a lecture on
professional experiences of Peru (Prodelphinus-Joanna Alfaro), Uruguay (Karumbé-
Alejandro Fallabrino) and Brazil (Tamar-Fernando Niemeyer) must be pointed out.

In some ports where swordfish fishing takes place (Lebu, Valparaiso and San Antonio),
the NGO Pacifico Laud has carried out motivational talks with fishermen on sea turtle
protection and net fishing, teaching them about basic biology and emergency first
response to captured turtles, as well as promoting the adequate disposal of plastic bags
and waste through explanatory posters.

Part IV: Annexes / See excel files attached
Table 1: Species Present

Place an X in the box when the species listed is present in the oceanographic basins of
your country as established in Article 11l of the text of the Convention. Lo
Lepidochelys olivacea; Lk = Lepidochelys kempii; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei
Eretmochelys imbricata; Cm = Chelonia mydas; Cc = Caretta caretta.

Species | Pacific Ocean | Atlantic Ocean | Caribbean Sea
Lo X

Lk

Dc X

Ei

Cm X

Cc X
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Table 2: Important nesting sites for sea turtle conservation

a. This table is intended to report information on the priority nesting beaches (for
example, sites with greater abundance, endemism, genetic importance, others) for
each species. For beaches that have multiple species nesting, enter that beach under
the list for the primary nesting species. When entering information on nesting
beaches, information is to be entered for each species independently. Indicate the
names of nesting sites and the nesting season months for each site.

b. Geographic location: Specify latitude and longitude in degrees, minutes and
seconds - provide one or two points of reference for nesting sites (if available).

c. Extension: Provide the total length (in Kilometers) of the nesting beach.

d. Declared protection area: Indicate if the area is declared as some type of protected
area.

e. Protection measures: Indicate if any type of protection measures are in place at the
nesting site (For example, turtle safe lights).

f. Annual nesting abundance: Where possible, provide information on the total
number of females and/or nests deposited at the nesting beach. If a specific value is
not available, please provide a range for annual number of nesting females or nests
deposited. If data are unavailable, enter ‘unknown’ or ‘unavailable’. The ranges for
annual number of females are: 0-10, 11-100, 101-500, 501-1000, 1001-5000, 5001-
10000, 10001-50000, 50001-100000, >100000. The ranges for annual number of
nests are: 0-10, 11-100, 101-500, 501-1000, 1001-5000, 5001-10000, 10001-
100000, 100001-500000, >500000. On a separate sheet, provide a brief
description/justification on why each site that was mentioned is considered
important (sites with greater abundance, endemism, genetic, others). Include
historical information (graphic and/or tables) showing the population status of each
species present at the site.

g. Information from tagging program: Indicate if there have been any tagging
activities at the nesting beach. This includes flipper tagging, passive integrated
transponder (PIT) tagging, and satellite telemetry programs. If possible, on a
separate sheet or as attached reference provide greater detail about the type of
tagging efforts conducted. Also provide satellite telemetry maps or flipper tag
recovery information if available.

h. Tissue sampling: Indicate if there has been tissue sampling conducted at this site.
This includes skin, blood, and other body tissues. On a separate sheet, or as
attached references, describe these tissue sampling programs in greater detail. For
example, were samples collected for genetic, contaminant, and/or stable isotope
studies?
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Table 3: Important in-water sites for sea turtle conservation

a.

This table is intended to contain information for the priority in-water sites for each
species. For marine habitats that have multiple species present, enter the specific
site under the heading for the priority species at that site. Indicate whether or not
there is in water occurrence and/or foraging sites for that species.

Geographic location: Describe the in-water site in general, providing the name of
the site and points of reference at sea, when available. If possible add the
geographic location in Lat/Long coordinates.

Declared protection area: Indicate if the area is declared as some type of protected
area.

Information from tagging program: Indicate if there have been any tagging
activities at the in-water site. This includes flipper tagging, passive integrated
transponder (PIT) tagging, and satellite telemetry programs. If possible, on a
separate sheet, or as attached reference provide greater detail about the type of
tagging efforts conducted. Also provide satellite telemetry maps or flipper tag
recovery information if available.

Tissue sampling: Indicate if there has been tissue sampling conducted at this site.
This includes skin, blood, and other body tissues. On a separate sheet, or as
attached references describe these tissue sampling programs in greater detail. For
example, were samples collected for genetic, contaminant, and/or stable isotope
studies?

Declared
Protection | Tagging Tissue
Species Description of geographic location Area Program | Sampling
In water Occurrence Playa Chinchorro 18°27,5’ L.S; 70°18,2” W NO NO NO
Lo | Foraging Sites Playa Chinchorro 18°27,5° L.S; 70°18,2° W NO NO NO
In water Occurrence
Lk | Foraging Sites
In water Occurrence
Dc | Foraging Sites
In water Occurrence
Ei Foraging Sites
Bahia Chipana 21°18’ L.S; 70°05°W NO NO
Bahia Mejillones del Sur 23°05°L.S; 70°27° W NO 60 marcas NO
In water Occurrence Caleta Constitucion 23°26,21°L.S. 70°36° W NO NO
Bahia Chipana 21°18’ L.S; 70°05°W NO
Bahia Mejillones del Sur 23°05°L.S; 70°27° W NO
Cm | Foraging Sites Caleta Constitucion 23°26,21°L.S. 70°36° W NO
Cc In water Occurrence
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